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ABSTRACT 

The United States Gulf of Mexico offshore oil and gas 
industry has, over the past 2 to 3 years, embarked on an 
industry-wide effort to eliminate its contribution to marine 
debris. 
identified a significant percentage of the debris originating 
from offshore exploration and production operations. 
regulations which prohibited the discharge of trash from these 
facilities were already in place, it was thought that 
carelessness and possibly ignorance were involved. 

Beach debris surveys on gulf coast beaches previously 

As 

It was evident that education would be the best way to 
approach this problem. This presentation will focus on a 12-min 
video developed by the offshore operators' committee, along with 
some individual efforts undertaken by companies, which we have 
used in the education process. 
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