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ABSTRACT 

During 1987, 300 kg of sea-deposited plastic debris were 
collected and removed from the 14.45-km shoreline along a 
wilderness island in eastern Maine. Exactly 1 year later, 124 
kg of plastic were collected along the same shoreline. 
plastic debris was not uniformly distributed among shoreline 
habitats. Beach, boulder, marsh, and meadow shorelines were 
found to catch plastic debris, and ledge shores were found to 
repel plastic. The western half of the island, facing the 
prevailing wind, had twice the plastic accumulation of the 
eastern half. 
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