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ABSTRACT 

I t  has been recognized t h a t  f i v e  species  of sea t u r t l e s  are 
common i n  waters adjacent t o  Japan: Caretta caretta, Chelonia 
mydas, Eretmochelys imbricata, Lepidochelys olivacea, and 
Dermochelys coriacea. Stranded, l i v e  t u r t l e s  co l l ec t ed  along 
the  coas t  of c e n t r a l  and southern Japan were examined, and most 
were found t o  have ingested synthe t ic  materials i n t o  t h e i r  
systems during the research period. The main types of p l a s t i c s  
found were t ransparent  bags or  sheet ing,  monofilament f i s h i n g  
l i n e ,  and rope p a r t s .  Large p l a s t i c  sheets  were ingested 
p a r t i c u l a r l y  by the leatherback t u r t l e ,  D.  coriacea. I t  is 
concluded t h a t  most of the sea t u r t l e s  found i n  waters adjacent  
t o  Japan have a high frequency of p l a s t i c  inges t ion .  
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