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EDUCATION  
 
 Bachelor of Arts in Comparative Literature 
 Scripps College, The Claremont Colleges, Claremont, California. 
 Other areas of concentration: Biology, French, German.  
 
 Graduate and undergraduate course work (including course work equivalent to a B.S. in 
 biology) completed at University of California and Scripps Institution of Oceanography, 
 San Diego, 1993-1997. 

 
 Deutsches Sprachdiplom, Goethe Institute, Munich, Germany and Vienna, Austria 
 (German language diploma satisfying German university system’s language requirements 
 for foreign students). 
 
PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE  
 
1993-1997 Fishery Biologist, Protected Resources Division 
   Contracted by National Marine Fisheries Service 
   Southwest Fisheries Science Center, La Jolla, California 
   
1993-1994  Editorial Assistant for Marine Mammal Science under Editor, Dr. William Perrin.   
  
1997-2004 Fishery Biologist, Protected Resources Division 
   National Marine Fisheries Service 
   Southwest Fisheries Science Center, La Jolla, California 
 
 The primary responsibilities of this position include the following: 
 
 Conduct scientific research in Division -- participate in Division research projects and 

field operations by collecting and analyzing data, writing research reports or papers, 
and/or serving as Chief Scientist, Cruise Leader, Marine Mammal Observer or in 
another scientific capacity on ship- and shore-based research projects. 

  
Communicate results of Division research -- prepare scientific and technical reports 

including research and operations reports, species recovery plans, environmental 
assessments and environmental impact statements; provide information on Division 
research activities required under various statutes (e.g., MMPA, ESA, IDCPA, 



NEPA); prepare reports required by national and international organizations (e.g., 
MMC, IWC, IATTC, Pacific Scientific Review Group, U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service, IUCN, UNEP); participate (including planning and serving as rapporteur) in 
national and international scientific meetings, conferences, and internal and external 
scientific reviews, and serve on the U.S. Scientific Delegations to the International 
Whaling Commission and Inter-American Tropical Tuna Commission. 

 
 Develop research initiatives and manage financial resources for the Division -- 

administer Division budget totaling approximately $7M, coordinate Division’s 
strategic planning and input for various exercises (e.g., SAIP, PPBES), liaise with 
other Science Center and Regions regarding planning, prioritizing and funding of 
research and management activities. 

 
2004 - Present  Planning Officer 

Fishery Biologist 
   National Marine Fisheries Service 
   Southwest Fisheries Science Center, La Jolla, California 
 
HONORS AND AWARDS 
 
2003 Department of Commerce, Silver Medal for Meritorious Federal Service. 
 
PUBLICATIONS, REPORTS AND PRESENTATIONS 
 
Donahue, M. A., and W. L. Perryman. 2002. Pygmy killer whale (Feresa attenuata). In W. F. 

Perrin, B. Wursig, and J. G. M. Thewissen (eds.), Encyclopedia of marine mammals, p. 
1009-1010. Academic Press. 

 
Perryman, W. L., M. A. Donahue, P. C. Perkins, and S. B. Reilly. 2002. Gray whale calf 

production 1994-2000: are observed fluctuations related to changes in seasonal ice cover? 
Mar. Mamm. Sci. 18(1):121-144. 

 
Donahue, M.A., B.L. Taylor, and S.B. Reilly. 2000. IDCPA research program chase-recapture 

experiment consultation, Southwest Fisheries Science Center, La Jolla, CA, 25-26 April 
2000.  SWFSC Admin. Rept. LJ-00-15.  14 p. 

 
Donahue, M.A., and S.B. Reilly.  2001.  IDCPA Research Program analysis decision framework 

consultation, Southwest Fisheries Science Center, La Jolla, CA, 27-28 April 2000.  
SWFSC Admin. Rept. LJ-00-16.  32 p. 

 
Perryman, W.L., M.A. Donahue, J.L. Laake, and T.E. Martin. 1999. Diel variation in migration 

rates of eastern Pacific gray whales measured with thermal imaging systems.  Marine 
Mammal Science 15:426-445. 

 
Brownell, R. L. Jr., and M.A. Donahue.  1999.  Hourglass dolphin Lagenorhynchus cruciger 

(Quoy and Gaimard, 1824).  Pages 121-135 in S. H. Ridgway and R. Harrison (eds.) 



Handbook of Marine Mammals, Vol. 6.  Academic Press, Orlando, Fla. 
 
Brownell, R. L. Jr., E. Crespo, and M.A. Donahue.  1999.  Peale's dolphin Lagenorhynchus 

australis (Peale, 1848).  Pages 105-120 in S. H. Ridgway and R. Harrison (eds.) 
Handbook of Marine Mammals, Vol. 6.  Academic Press, Orlando, Fla. 

 
Donahue, M.A., and R.L. Brownell Jr.  1997.  20th Century whaling statistics for eastern Pacific 

gray whales in the North Pacific.  Working Paper submitted to the 49th Annual Meeting 
of the Committee of Scientific Advisors of the International Whaling Commission.  19p . 

 
Donahue, M.A., and E.F. Edwards. 1996.  An annotated bibliography of available literature 

regarding cetacean interactions with the tuna purse-seine fisheries outside of the eastern 
tropical Pacific.  NMFS-SWFSC Administrative Report LJ-96-20. 53 p . 

 
Perryman, W.L., M.A. Donahue, and S.B. Reilly. 1996. Results of the 1994 and 1995 gray 

whale calf surveys from Piedras Blancas, California. Working Paper submitted to the 
International Whaling Commission. SC/48/AS4. 22 p. 

 
Perryman, W.L., M.A. Donahue, and S.B. Reilly. 1995.  Progress report on the 1994 gray whale 

cow/calf survey conducted at Piedras Blancas, California. Working Paper submitted to 
the International Whaling Commission. SC/47/AS1. 18 p. 

 
Barlow, J. , R.L. Brownell Jr., D.P. DeMaster, K.F. Forney, M.S. Lowry, S. Osmek, T.J. Regan, 

R.R. Reeves, and R.J. Small. U.S. Pacific marine mammal stock assessments. With 
contributions from J. Calambokidas, J.G. Cordaro, R.L. DeLong, M.A. Donahue, P.J. 
Gearin, D.A. Hanan, H.R. Huber, T.A. Jefferson, E.T. Nitta and J. Scordino. NOAA-TM-
NMFS-SWFSC-219. 162 p. 

 
Gerrodette, T., M.A. Donahue, S.R. Benson, K.F. Mangels, T. Lee, and S. Keagy. 1995. 

Database of cetacean photographs at the Southwest Fisheries Science Center, 
Administrative Report LJ-95-07. 72 p. 

 
Brownell, R.L. Jr., and M.A. Donahue. 1994. Management problems for cetaceans found in both 

Californian and Mexican waters. Working Paper presented at the Workshop onPotential 
Biological Removals, SWFSC, NMFS, June 27-29, 1994. 12 p. 

 
Donahue, M.A. 1994. A survey of commercial and recreational vessel traffic using an infrared 

sensor. Report prepared for the Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary, NOAA. 25 p. 
 
Zemsky, V.A., and E.G. Sazhinov. 1994. Distribution and abundance of the pygmy blue whale. 

Translated by V.S. Gurevich. Edited by M.A. Donahue and R.L. Brownell Jr.  National 
Marine Fisheries Service, Southwest Fisheries Science Center, Administrative Report LJ-
94-02. 17 p.     

 
Poster presentation at 12th Biennial Conference on the Biology of Marine Mammals hosted by 
the Society for Marine Mammalogy (1999): “Eastern Pacific gray whale calf production in 1999 



lowest in six years.”  
 
Oral presentation at 11th Biennial Conference on the Biology of Marine Mammals hosted by the 
Society for Marine Mammalogy (1995): “Diel variation in the migration of eastern North Pacific 
gray whales.” 
 
Invited talk at a symposium on current gray whale research at the Cabrillo National Monument 
in San Diego, California (1997): “Gray whale migration patterns.” 


