      Antonella Preti

EDUCATION:
M.S., (Laurea) Biology with specialization in Marine Ecology, University of Torino, Italy, 1996.

Recording Arts Certificate, Miracosta College, Oceanside, California, 2004
Music Technology Certificate, Miracosta College, Oceanside, California, 2006.

RESEARCH ACTIVITIES AND PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCES IN MARINE BIOLOGY:
1998-present

Fishery Biologist



Pelagic Research Division, NMFS – NOAA.
Southwest Fisheries Science Center, La Jolla, California.
1997-1998 Laboratory Assistant

Marine Life Research Group

Scripps Institution of Oceanography, La Jolla, California.

1997


Internship

                                    Cetacean Behavior Lab

                                    San Diego State University, San Diego, California.
1994-1997                   Research Assistant

                                    Tethys Research Institute, Milan, Italy.
1994-1996                   Master’s Thesis project - Genetics
                                            Marine Laboratories, University of Torino, Italy.
1994                            Research Assistant



Italian World Wildlife Fund

PUBLICATIONS:
Preti, A., S. Kohin, H. Dewar, and D. Ramon. 2008. Feeding habits of the bigeye thresher shark (Alopias superciliousus) sampled from the California-based drift gillnet fishery. CalCOFI Reports Vol 49:202-211.
Vetter, R., S. Kohin, A. Preti, S. McClatchie, and H. Dewar. 2008. Predatory interactions between mako shark, Isurus oxyrinchus, and jumbo squid, Dosidicus gigas, in the California Current. Vol. 49:142-156.
De Maddalena A. and A. Preti. 2005. Super mako. Airone, Agosto 2005. pp. 38-43, Italy.

De Maddalena A. & A. Preti. 2005. Mako sharks. Dive New Zealand. 91: 49.

Preti, A., S.E. Smith and D.A. Ramon. 2004. Diet differences in the thresher shark (Alopias vulpinus) during transition from a warm to cool-water regime off California-Oregon, 1998-2000. CalCOFI Reports. Vol. 45: 118-125
Preti, A., S.E. Smith and D.A. Ramon. 2001. Feeding habits of the common thresher shark (Alopias vulpinus) sampled from the California-based drift gill net fishery, 1998-99. CalCOFI Reports. Vol. 42: 145-152.

Preti, A. 1996. Analysis of the variability of the Nucleolus Organizer Regions in 
Ophryotrocha, Polychaeta. Master Thesis.
BOOKS:

De Maddalena, A. and A. Preti. 2007. Sharks of the Pacific Northwest.
Including Oregon, Washington, British Columbia and Alaska. Harbour Publishing, Canada, 144 pp.
De Maddalena, A., A. Preti and R. Smith. 2005. Mako Sharks. Krieger Publishing Company, Malabar, 72 pp.
PRESENTATIONS:

Feeding habits of the broadbill swordfish (Xiphias gladius) sampled from the California-based drift gillnet fishery, 2007-2008. Antonella Preti, Suzanne Kohin, Heidi Dewar.

60th Tuna Conference 2009, Lake Arrowhead, California
Predatory interactions between mako shark, Isurus oxyrinchus and jumbo squid, Dosidicus gigas in the California Current. Russ Vetter, Antonella Preti, Heidi Dewar, Suzanne Kohin and Sam McClatchie.

CalCOFI Conference 2007 – San Diego, California, November 27th, 2007.
Feeding habits of the bigeye thresher (Alopias superciliosus) sampled from the California-based drift gill net fishery, 1998-2006.

58th Tuna Conference 2007, Lake Arrowhead, California, May 23rd 2007.
Diet differences among 3 species of pelagic sharks inhabiting the California current: the shortfin mako (Isurus oxyrinchus), blue (Prionace glauca), and thresher (Alopias vulpinus) sharks.57th Tuna Conference 2006, Lake Arrowhead, California, May 25th 2006.
Diet differences in the common thresher shark (Alopias vulpinus) during transition from a warm to cool-water regime off California-Oregon, 1998-2000. 

CalCOFI Conference 2003 - Asilomar, Pacific Grove, California. November 7th 2003.

Diet shift in the common thresher shark (Alopias vulpinus) during transition from a warm to cool-water regime off California-Oregon, 1998-2000.

American Fisheries Society 2003 Conference, San Diego, California. April 14-17.

Also presented at Southwest Fisheries Science Center, La Jolla, California, June 8th 2003.

Food of the common thresher shark (Alopias vulpinus) sampled from the California-Oregon drift gillnet fishery 1998-1999.

CalCOFI Conference 2000 – Lake Arrowhead, California. 
California landings of coastal pelagic finfish by region, 1930-1999. A new database.

CalCOFI Conference 2000 – Lake Arrowhead, California. 

The behavior and feeding ecology of the Pacific Coast bottlenose dolphin, Tursiops truncatus. 
San Diego State University – Cetacean Behavior Lab. July 19th, 1997.

Master of Science Dissertation.

University of Torino, Italy. November 25th, 1996.
COMPUTER SKILLS:
Windows, Macintosh, MS Word, Excel, Access, Systat, Arc View GIS, Databases, “R” programming language, Primer, Adobe Acrobat, Powerpoint, Web Design - html, Photoshop, Cubase, Protools, Live.
LANGUAGE SKILLS:
Italian, native language

English, very fluent written and spoken

Spanish-French-German, conversationally functional

Latin, very good in reading and writing

COURSES AND TRAININGS:
NOAA website design team. NOAA, La Jolla, California 2009.

Education and Outreach team. NOAA, La Jolla, California 2009.

Computer intensive methods in Statistics. Scripps institution of Oceanography 2009.

“R” programming language course. NOAA, La Jolla, California 2008.
Microsoft Access intermediate-advanced course. NOAA, La Jolla California 2006.

Microsoft Excel intermediate-advanced course. NOAA, La Jolla, California. 2005.

Microsoft Word intermediate-advanced course. NOAA, La Jolla, California 2005.

Earthquake and fire training, UCSD and NOAA, La Jolla, California 2004-2005.

Basic Hazardous Waste Material Training, NOAA, La Jolla, California. 1999.

Certificate of Boating Education, San Diego, California, 1997.
Bioacustics, short international course, Orlando, Florida. 1995.

Environmental Whale Watching training, Genova, Italy, 1994.

PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS
MSRG – Mediterranean Shark Research Group

NOAA – Outreach
RESUME VERSION:
My major professional interests focus on marine science, conservation and shark ecology.

I have been working in this field for more than 15 years, and described my research in a number of publications, popular articles and books.

I have been striving to increase public awareness on the conservation of the marine environment with an emphasis on sharks.

EDUCATION

High School: Liceo Scientifico “Marie Curie”, Torino, Italy (1985-1990)

M.S., Biology with specialization in Marine Ecology, University of Torino, Italy (1996).

Master thesis: Analysis of the variability of the Nucleolus Organizer Regions in 

Ophryotrocha, Polychaeta.

Post Laurea Specialization (Tirocinio):

San Diego State University, San Diego, California, (1997) 

Scripps Institution of Oceanography, La Jolla, California (1998)

Recording Arts Certificate, Miracosta College, Oceanside, California, (2004).

Music Technology Certificate Miraccosta College Oceanside, California (2006)

LANGUAGES

Italian, native language

English, very fluent written and spoken

Spanish, conversationally functional

French, conversationally functional

German, conversationally functional

Latin, very good in reading and writing

MARINE SCIENCE

University of Torino, Italy 1990-1996
My first real introduction to research was through my master thesis work (1993-1996).

I studied the genetics, the nucleolus and cariotypes of 10 species of microscopic marine polychaets of the genus Ophryotrocha at the lab of Gabriella Sella, professor of genetics at the Animal Biology Department of the Universita’ degli Studi di Torino.

Tethys Research Instute, Milan, Italy 1994-1997

During the University years I was also helping as a volunteer assistant at the Tethys Research Institute in Milan, a non-profit research NGO founded by Giuseppe Notarbartolo di Sciara.

I participated in a number of Mediterranean surveys to determine relative abundance of cetaceans. We collected data through the use of acoustic, genetic and photoidentification techniques. We tracked sperm whales in the French Islands Porcherolles with the use of hydrophones.

During those years I learned to manage databases and also I took part in the Orlando, Florida 1995 Marine mammal Conference and attended the Bioacustics International short course and attended conferences at the Milan Aquarium.

W.W.F. World Wildlife Fund, Genova, Italy 1994

In 1994-95 I participated in sea-surveys led by W.W.F. for the census of the cetaceans in the Mediterranean Sea. I also followed a detailed course in cetacean identification and whale watching techniques at the Genova aquarium.

San Diego State University, Cetacean Behavior Lab, San Diego, California 1997

After graduation I moved to San Diego, California in 1997.

I interned at the Cetacean Behavior Lab led by professor R.H. Defran.

I studied the behavior of the bottlenose dolphin Tursiops truncatus. I analyzed different pattern of behavior in the wild also thru the use of the theodolite, bioacustics and photo-identification techniques.

All this work was discussed in a final presentation at SDSU: “The behavior and feeding ecology of the Pacific Coast bottlenose dolphin, Tursiops truncatus”.

Scripps Institution of Oceanography, La Jolla, California 1997-1998

I worked at Scripps with the Biological Oceanography Group in the labs of Dr. Paul Dayton and Dr. Lisa Levin during 1997-1998. I studied the alteration of Mission Bay Marsh and National City Marsh caused by two invertebrates and performed water quality and taxonomy analysis of the organisms found in the marshes. I also built a model of growth for the crab Pachygrapsus crassipes and studied the feeding habits of the crab Loxorhynchus grandis under the supervision of Dr. Alistair Hobday. I also participated in the kelp forest project studying the interrelation among animal organisms and environment.

California Department of Fish and Game, La Jolla, California 1999-2001

I worked for the Department as a part time scientific aid conducting research in support of the biomass assessment for the coastal pelagic species project.

I sampled Pacific sardines and Pacific mackerel at the docks at San Pedro Harbor, Los Angeles, I determined the age thru otolith examination, and I studied the reproductive stages.

I also participated in field work, trawl cruises in support of the fisheries independent surveys.

Southwest Fisheries Science Center, National Marine Fisheries Center, NOAA

La Jolla, California 1998-present

I have been working with the Center since 1998 on shark ecology and feeding behavior.

I studied the feeding behavior of the thresher shark Alopias vulpinus during El Nino year 1997-1998 and during La Nina 1999-2000.

The results of this work are published in two publications, CalCOFI Reports numbers 42 and 45. 

I recently completed a study of the feeding behavior of the bigeye thresher shark (Alopias superciliousus) and a study of the predatory interactions and niche overlap between mako shark and jumbo squid in the California Current, both published on CalCOFI Reports 49.

I am currently working on a comparative feeding study of the shortfin mako, blue and common thresher shark caught by the commercial fisheries out of California and on the feeding behavior of swordfish.

At the Center during all these years, I also had an opportunity to deepen my knowledge of the life history of the thresher shark thru analysis of the reproductive apparatus, age determination and satellite tracking.
