SIRI E. HAKALA, M.A.
siri.hakala@noaa.gov



EDUCATION
M.A. in Psychology/ Marine Mammal Behavior and Biology		               August 2004
University of Hawai’i at Manoa 	           	
		  
B.A. in Biology (Minor in Chemistry)						      June 1998
University of Minnesota at Morris		
Scholar of the College Award, June 1998


WORK, RESEARCH AND MANAGEMENT EXPERIENCE


Biologist/ Policy & Communication Specialist				    La Jolla, CA, USA
Southwest Fisheries Science Center/NMFS/ NOAA Fisheries	   	     Aug. 2006-current
· Manage the acquisition and maintenance of Convention on the International Trade in Endangered Species (CITES) permits and federal (MMPA and ESA) scientific collection permits for work with endangered marine mammal and marine turtle species
· Liaise with NMFS and USFWS staff to improve communication and resolve permitting questions
· Chair the Southwest/Pacific Islands Regional NMFS Institutional Animal Care & Use Committee
· Manage and balance 2011 $8 million Division budget 
· Coordinate proposals and funding agreements with the Naval Postgraduate School
· Assist with periodic scientific, management and inventory reports
· Expand the Outreach education program at Southwest through lectures, workshops and website development
· Assist in PRD’s field work (ship surveys, shore surveys) when possible
· Act as 2010 US representative on US/Japanese collaborative survey in North Pacific 

Biological Technician 	                    La Jolla, CA, USA							
Southwest Fisheries Science Center/NMFS/NOAA                                                   Jan -Aug 2006
· Marine mammal and turtle DNA extraction, PCR analysis, DNA quantification

University Instructor/ High school Teacher				    Honolulu, HI, USA
University of Hawaii (UH), University of Hawaii Outreach College                   March- July 2005
 (UH-OC), and La Pietra School for Girls          
· Designed and taught Psychology 429- Marine Mammal Behavior and Biology (UH & UH-OC)
· Designed and taught Dolphin and Whale Behavior (non-credit) (UH-OC)
· Taught Chemistry and Introduction to Physical Science (La Pietra)

Field Scientist							      		 Pacific Ocean
National Marine Mammal Lab/NMFS/NOAA					        July 2007
Pacific Islands Fisheries Science Center/ NMFS and Hawaiian Islands	               March 2006
Humpback Whale National Marine Sanctuary (HIHWNMS) 
Eye of the Whale, Homer, Alaska						 July-September 2005
Humpback Whale Acoustic Research Collaborative (HARC) and University of	  October 2004
Queensland, Australia
HIHNMS and SWFSC/ NOAA		 				June 2004-Aug. 2004	
· Driving a small boat and conducting boat-based behavioral observations 
· 8 months total on large research vessels (5 NOAA surveys; 1 joint IWC/ICR Japanese survey)
· Roles held on large vessel surveys: Observer; Senior Observer; Acoustician; Outreach education specialist/Oceanography assistant; US representative and lead photographer
· Use of 25X-“Big Eye” binoculars
· Identifying marine mammal species and estimating school size
· Downloading, labeling and organizing digital photographs using ACDSee
· Assist in training novice observers 
	
Field Coordinator							              Jan. 2004-June 2004
Co-Field Coordinator							  Jan. 2003-Dec. 2003
Graduate assistant/ field scientist						 Aug. 1999-June 2004
Humpback Whale Field Project with the Kewalo Basin Marine Mammal Lab (KBMML) at the University of Hawaii/ The Dolphin Institute
· Designed independent research project to characterize the behavioral choices of male humpback whales on the Hawaiian wintering grounds
· Field Coordinator for humpback whale survey in Hawaiian waters
· Supervised a staff of 5-6 in all research and program activities
· Captained, and performed routine maintenance on small boats
· Collected biopsy samples via crossbow and processed samples
· Obtained fluke and dorsal identification photographs of humpback whales and other cetacean species
· Supervised shore station operations and operated surveyor’s theodolite
· Conducted in-water observations and video recording of humpback whale behavior
· Managed a 17,000 identification photograph database
· Supervised training of graduate students, undergraduates, and field staff
· Assisted in writing state and federal research permit applications and permit reports 
· Presented bi-weekly lectures on topics such as humpback whale ecology, fluke matching, and cetacean evolution to groups of research assistants

MARMAM Assistant Editor			   			     January 2001-2004
· Edited international listserv for members of the marine mammal research community

Public Information Coordinator					           	    Bartow, WV, USA
National Youth Science Camp	   					      June-August 1999
· Organized local and national press coverage for the non-profit camp including press releases and radio and print media interviews
· Collaborated with a team of staff members to organize special events and outings
· Supervised overnight hiking and camping trips into wilderness

Research Intern								Gloucester, VA, USA Virginia Institute of Marine Science (VIMS)		 			 June-September 1995 
· Conducted study of baleen whale abundance as it correlated to the             June-September 1996
	occurrence of internal waves
· Participated in three 1-2 week research cruises in the Gulf of Maine
· Wrote a distance-to-closure program for an Autonomous Underwater Vehicle		        	

PUBLICATIONS AND CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS

LaCasella, E.L., Hakala, S.E., Robertson, K.M., Abernethy, D.H.S., Seminoff, J.A., and Dutton, P.H. 2011. A CITES “How-to”: Guidelines for Importing and Exporting Sea Turtle Tissue Samples Across International Borders. Poster for the 31st Annual Symposium on Sea Turtle Biology and Conservation. 
Herman, L. M., Pack, A. A., Rose, K., Craig, A., Herman, E. Y. K., Hakala, S. and Milette, A. 2011, Resightings of humpback whales in Hawaiian waters over spans of 10–32 years: Site fidelity, sex ratios, calving rates, female demographics, and the dynamics of social and behavioral roles of individuals. Marine Mammal Science. doi: 10.1111/j.1748-7692.2010.00441.x
Hakala, S.E., Herman, L.M., and Pack, A.A. 2009. She’s just not that into you: hazards of evaluating male mate choice in humpback whales (Megaptera novaeangliae). Poster for the 18th Biennial Conference on the Biology of Marine Mammals.
Pack, A.A., Herman, L.M., Spitz, S.S., Hakala, S., Deakos, M.H., Herman, E.Y.K., Milette, A., Craig, A. 2009. What’s in a pair? Sex and sexual maturity of partners in humpback whale “dyads” on the Hawaiian wintering grounds. Poster for the 18th Biennial Conference on the Biology of Marine Mammals.
Pack, A.A., Herman, L.M., Spitz, S.S., Hakala, S., Deakos, M.H. and Herman. E.Y.K. 2009. Male humpback whales in the Hawaiian breeding grounds preferentially associate with larger females. Animal Behaviour. 77 (3) 653-632.
Hakala, S.E., Herman, L.M., and Pack, A.A. 2005.  Alternative mating strategies followed by different individual male humpback whales.  Poster for the  16th Biennial Conference on the Biology of Marine Mammals. 
Pack, A.A., Herman, L.M., Deakos, M.H., Hakala, S., Craig, A., Olson, J.R., Spitz, S.S., Herman, E., Goetschius, K., Lammers, M.O. 2005. First report of sounds recorded from individual humpback whale calves on the Hawaiian wintering grounds. Poster for the 16th Biennial Conference on the Biology of Marine Mammals. 
Hakala, S.  2004. Behavioral choices of male humpback whales (Megaptera novaeangliae) on the Hawaiian wintering grounds. MA Thesis.  University of Hawaii at Manoa. 64 pp. 


TRAINING, INVITED TALKS, MEMBERSHIPS

2011		US Coast Guard Auxiliary Boating Skills and Seamanship (BS&S) course
2011		NOAA Component Course (NOAA Small Boat Safety Course)
2011		Association for Women in Science (AWIS), member
2010		Invited speaker, University of Minnesota, Visiting Alumnus Program
2010		Student poster judge at annual AAAS meeting
2006-2010	Invited lecturer with the San Diego Natural History Museum for Dolphin Identification
2005		Fast-boat Rescue Training, NOAA, Honolulu; injury prevented completion
2004		Invited speaker Hawaiian Islands Humpback Whale National Marine Sanctuary, Kauai
2003		NAUI Master SCUBA diver
2003		NAUI SCUBA Rescue diver
2003		NAUI Enriched Air Nitrox diver
2001-2004	MARMAM Assistant Editor- international marine mammal listserv
1998		Scholar of the College Award, University of Minnesota, Biology Department
1996		University of MN Undergraduate Research Opportunities Program (Grant)
