
GREEN SEAS  BLUE SEAS  
 

CALIFORNIA CURRENT, CHANGING BY DEGREES 
 

ERD Mural Poster Key 

STARRY FLOUNDER 
Platichthys stellatus 

COHO SALMON 
Oncorhynchus kisutch 

MARKET SQUID (Doryteuthis 
(formerly Loligo) opalescens) 

KING SALMON 
Oncorhynchus tshawytscha 

ANCHOVY 
Engraulis mordax 

MARKET SQUID (Doryteuthis 
(formerly Loligo) opalescens) 

CRYSTAL JELLYFISH Aequorea 
victoria 

PURPLE STRIPED JELLYFISH 
Chrysaora colorata 

MOON JELLYFISH 
Aurelia sp. 

PROWFISH 
Aetapcus maculatus 

NOAA Ship 
David Starr Jordan 

CALIFORNIA GULLS Larus 
californicus 
Argo floats 

BLACK-FOOTED ALBATROSS 
Phoebastria nigripes 

PACIFIC POMPANO 
(BUTTERFISH) 

Peprilus simillimus 
XANTU MURRLET 

Synthliboramphus hypoleucus 
RHINO AUKLET 

Ptychoramphus aleuticus 

BASKING SHARK 
Cetorhinus maximus, 

KRILL Euphausia pacifica 
JACK MACKEREL Trachurus 

symmetricus 

RHINO AUKLET 
Ptychoramphus aleuticus 

ANCHOVIES 
Engraulis mordax 

INVERTEBRATE PLANKTON & 
ICHTHYOPLANKTON 

DUNGENESS CRAB 
Cancer magister 

STARRY FLOUNDER 
Platichthys stellatus 

cubes of butter 

GREAT WHITE SHARK 
Carcharodon carcharias 

NORTHERN ELEPHANT SEAL 
Mirounga angustirostris 

LEATHERBACK TURTLE 
Dermochelys coriacea 
MOON JELLYFISH 

Aurelia sp. 
EASTERN PACIFIC BROWN SEA 

NETTLE 
Chrysaora fuscescens 

CHINA ROCKFISH 
Sebastes nebulosus 

GIANT KELP 
Macrocystis pyrifera 

JAPANESE ABALONE FREE-
DIVER  

Homo sapiens 
RED ABALONE 
Haliotis rufescens 

SARCASTIC FRINGEHEAD 
BLENNY 

Neoclinus blanchardi 
SUNBURST ANEMONE 

Anthopleura sola 

CABEZON 
Scorpaenichthys marmoratus 

HARBOR SEAL 
Phoca vitulina 
BULL KELP 

Nereocystis luetkeana 
KELP POACHER 

Agonomatus mozinoi 

ANCHOVY 
Engraulis mordax, 

ALBACORE TUNA 
Thunnas alalunga 

pizza (with anchovies) 

 

FLAG ROCKFISH 
Sebastes rubrivinctus 

CALIFORNIA HALIBUT 
Paralicthys californicus 

OCEAN SUNFISH 
Mola mola 

SEA OTTER 
Enhydra lutris 

PURPLE SEA URCHIN 
Strongylocentrotus purpuratus 

CALIFORNIA SEA LION 
Zalophus californianus 

GIANT KELP 
Macrocystis pyrifera 

SWORDFISH 
Xiphias gladius 
ALBACORE 

Thunnus alalunga 
THRESHER SHARK 

Alopias pelagicus 
PACIFIC SARDINE 

Sardinops sagax 

PACIFIC MACKEREL 
Scomber japonicus 

PACIFIC SARDINE 
Sardinops sagax 

COMMON MURRE 
Uria aalge 

SPERM WHALE 
Physeter macrocephalus 

JUMBO (HUMBOLDT) SQUID 
Dosidicus gigas 

Steinbeck's Western Flyer 
PACIFIC SARDINE 

Sardinops sagax 

STRIPED MARLIN 
Tetrapturus audax 

PACIFIC SARDINE 
Sardinops sagax 

YELLOWFIN TUNA 
Thunnus albacares 
SKIPJACK TUNA 
Katsuonus pelamis 

BLUE WHALE 
Balaenoptera musculus 

 

LOGGERHEAD TURTLE 
Caretta caretta 

PELAGIC RED CRAB 
Pleuroncodes planipes 

 

LOGGERHEAD TURTLE 
Caretta caretta 

PACIFIC SARDINE 
Sardinops sagax 

SEINER Sardinops 
WESTERN GULL 
Larus occidentalis 

BROWN PELICAN 
Pelecanus occidentalis 

Cannery Row in Monterey, 
California 

CALIFORNIA SHEEPHEAD 
Semicossyphus pulcher 

GIANT SEA BASS 
Stereolepis gigas 

GIANT KELP 
Macrocystis pyrifera 

LOGGERHEAD TURTLE 
Caretta caretta 

PURPLE STRIPED JELLYFISH 
Chrysaora colorata 

PACIFIC SARDINE 
Sardinops sagax 

OPAH (MOONFISH) 
Lampris guttatus 

GARIBALDI JUVENILE & 
ADULT 

Hypsypops rubicundus 
BOCACCIO 

Sebastes paucispinis 
GIANT KELP 

Macrocystis pyrifera 

SHORT-BEAKED COMMON 
DOLPHIN 

Delphinus delphis 
PACIFIC SARDINE 

Sardinops sagax 

HARD-HAT ABALONE DIVER 
Homo sapiens 

GIANT KELPFISH 
Heterostichus rostratus 

GIANT KELP 
Macrocystis pyrifera 

For more information see: http://swfsc.noaa.gov/greenseas-blueseas 




