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Habitat Assessment Improvement Plan
Improving Habitat Science

NOAA Fisheries announces the availability of a 
new planning document that will help meet man-
dated responsibilities to sustain marine fi sheries 
and their associated habitats. Th e Marine Fisheries 
Habitat Assessment Improvement Plan (HAIP), 
published May 2010, is the fi rst nationally coordi-
nated plan to focus on the marine fi sheries aspects 
of habitat science. Th e HAIP outlines current 
gaps in NOAA Fisheries’ habitat science, steps to 
improve habitat assessments, and the need for an 
integrated, national habitat science program.

Th ere are ever-increasing demands being placed 
on marine habitats across many sectors of the U.S. 
economy, but the role of marine habitats in sup-

“One of the greatest long-term 
threats to the viability of com-
mercial and recreational fi sheries 
is the continuing loss of marine, 
estuarine, and other aquatic 
habitats. Habitat considerations 
should receive increased attention 
for the conservation and manage-
ment of fi shery resources of the 
United States.”
      −Magnuson-Stevens Act

porting fi shery production and in providing other critical ecosystem services is poorly under-
stood. Despite the critical need for habitat information in most NOAA Fisheries programs, 
support for habitat science is lacking. A comprehensive habitat science program will enable 
NOAA Fisheries to more eff ectively manage resources and meet expanding needs.

Goals of the HAIP

Th e HAIP is intended to serve as a blueprint to:

1) Develop the habitat science necessary to meet the mandates of the Magnuson-Stevens 
Act and the economic, social, and environmental needs of the nation;

2) Improve NOAA Fisheries’ ability to identify essential fi sh habitat (EFH) and habitat 
areas of particular concern and assess impacts to these areas;

3) Reduce habitat-related uncertainty in stock assessments and facilitate a greater number 
of advanced stock assessments, including those that explicitly incorporate ecosystem 
considerations and spatial analyses;

4) Contribute to assessments of ecosystem services;
5) Enable NOAA Fisheries to be prepared for management challenges associated with 

climate change; and 
6) Contribute to ecosystem-based fi shery management, integrated ecosystem assessments, 

and coastal and marine spatial planning.

Learn More

Questions? Contact your regional 
representative: 
PIFSC: Michael Parke, Frank Parrish
AFSC: Bob McConnaughey
NWFSC: Correigh Greene, 

W. Waldo Wakefi eld 
SWFSC: Mary Yoklavich (Chair) 
SEFSC: Th omas Minello 
NEFSC: Th omas Noji 
OST: Kristan Blackhart, Stephen K. 

Brown 
OHC: Susan-Marie Stedman

Download an electronic copy of the 
HAIP: 
http://www.st.nmfs.noaa.gov/st4/
HabitatScience.html

Request a printed copy of the HAIP: 
(301) 713-2363.
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