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SCIENCE SUMMARY:: 8 - 13 September

This week the ship spent four days in Acapulco as an end to Leg 2 and a prelude to Leg
3. The inport represents rest and travel opportunities for some, work for others. Deck
department and officers were kept running to continuously adjust ship's lines against the
considerable swell from Hurricane Lane, entering even this protected bay; engineers
refueled, fine-tuned the port reduction gear box, and did other work which is transparent
to most of us but still appreciated (as all things engineering continue to run smoothly);
stewards reprovisioned (and well, based on our current load of fresh tropical fruits!); our
incoming and outgoing helo mechanics and pilots spent the inport at the back of the
helicopter instead of at the beach, and succeeded in swapping our former tired engine
with a replacement brought down from the states; oceanographers (we swapped an
excellent one for another, also excellent) spent some time transferring the reigns. We
departed Acapulco on 12 September, right on time; thus begins Leg 3.

Two sea days later we have a predictable report: animals, weather, personnel actions.
Surface waters over the shelf were full of olive ridley sea turtles and bow riding coastal
spotted dolphins - large and white. Once off the shelf, just like clockwork, turtles dropped
considerably in numbers and the approaching spotter schools contained smaller animals
with more delicate spotting. Spotter and spinner schools became abundant, associated
with diverse bird flocks and yellowfin tuna (several of which found their way onto the
back deck). The helicopter took an afternoon flight on the first day and all things
mechanical checked out fine; since then, we have been weather-challenged, but the helo
team is ready should (when!) the wind drop(s). Tropical depressions abound, stirring up
roaming squalls and confused seas and providing the Command and chief scientist with
opportunities to spend time thinking of alternative plans for directions to go and speeds to
go there. And small boat operations continue to bring success and surprises. Yesterday at
last light a group of killer whales appeared just beside the ship and the small boat brought
back biopsy samples and photographs. The Chief Boatswain was seen in the water during
this event ... there was some speculation about his motivation for adding another species
to the "have swam with:" part of his resume, but turns out he was rescuing a juvenile
green turtle (yes, another lovely green!), yet another one entangled in fishing gear. (It was
this guy's lucky day, although he may not have thought so after leaving the ship with two
new and shiny flipper tags.) Big highlight of the week was a close sighting of a 3 meter
long leatherback turtle. It dove before the trailing turtle team could get to it good thing,
for chances are that in an attempt to get it into the small boat, we would have seen the last
of Chico hanging on to it as it swam away with him.



SIGHTINGS AND EFFORT SUMMARY FOR MARINE MAMMALS: 12 - 13
September

Date Start/Stop Time Lat Long Total NM Av. Beaufort

091200 1106 N16:51.05 W099:56.48 38.6 nmi 1.9
1910 N17:04.02 W100:55.54

091300 0748 N16:51.49 W102:06.07 80.5 nmi 4.0
1831 N16:00.38 W103:28.69

CODE |SPECIES TOT#
002 Stenella attenuata (offshore) 2
005 Delphinus sp. 1
006 Stenella attenuata graffmani 1
010 Stenella longirostris orientalis 3
018 Tursiops truncatus 2
021 Grampus griseus 1
037 Orcinus orca 1
048 Kogia sima 1
090 Stenella attenuata (unid. subsp.) 7
098 unid. whale 1
TOTAL 20

COMMON DOLPHINS 1
SPOTTED/SPINNER 13
BLUE/HUMPBACK WH. 0
OTHER DELPHINIDS 4
OTHER CETACEANS 2

AERIAL PHOTOGRAMMETRY SUMMARY: 12 - 13 September

12 September: 1 flight (1.3 h)

. Schools L
Species ohotographed Calibration Schools

Stenella attenuata |1 0



BIOPSY SUMMARY:: 12 - 13 September

Species

Balaenoptera edeni
Balaenoptera musculus
Berardius bairdii

Delphinus capensis
Delphinus delphis

Feresa attenuata
Globicephala macrorhynchus
Lagenorhynchus obliquidens
Orcinus orca

Stenella attenuata

Stenella attenuata graffmani
Stenella attenuata subsp.
Stenella coeruleoalba
Stenella longirostris orientalis
Steno bredanensis

Tursiops truncatus

Total

35mm PHOTO SUMMARY::

Species

Delphinus sp.
Orcinus orca
Stenella attenuata graffmani
Stenella attenuata (offshore)

Stenella attenuata (unid.
subsp.)

Stenella longirostris orientalis

This Week |Total
2
10
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12 - 13 September

No.
Schools/Individuals

1 school
1 school
1 school
1 school

4 schools

1 school



TURTLE CAPTURES: 12 - 13 September

Species This Week  Total
Loggerhead (Caretta caretta) 0 9
Olive Ridley (Lepidochelys

) 6 77
olivacea)
Green (Chelonia mydas) 1 6

Total 7 92



