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SCIENCE SUMMARY:: 28 September - 4 October

This week marks the end of Leg 3. Our last three days of the leg were spent surveying the
shelf waters of the Central American coast. Although we had high hopes for good
weather, the wind shut effort down on one day, and heavy overcast with intermittent
rainsqualls kept the helicopter grounded on two others. Nevertheless, we did manage to
record a large number of sightings, primarily bowriding coastal spotted and bottlenose
dolphins, and process a fair number of olive ridley turtles before arriving into Puntarenas,
Costa Rica the morning of 1 October, for a few days of reprovisioning and repair.

This is the inport both ships share; the McArthur and the Jordan spent it at anchor off
Puntarenas. Almost everyone managed to arrange for some time off but, as usual, officers
and crew had a lot of work ahead. On the Jordan, engineers worked hard every day to
repair our port reduction gear. Stewards waited patiently, then loaded stores late into the
night. Deck department kept anchor watch and augmented our water taxi service with
additional runs to the beach and back when needed. Officers oversaw it all and dealt with
unforeseen problems as they arose. The afternoon before departure was the scientific ship
swap: transfer of gear and mammal observers between ships. The rain that we expected
never arrived; all scientists were ready with gear packed; the Jordan's J-1 RHIB
transported; crew on each ship helped with loading and unloading. The entire process was
flawlessly executed in a record 60 minutes and most trickled ashore for their last night off
for another three weeks. We are now at the halfway mark of STAR 2000. My thanks to
all, scientists, crew, officers, of both ships, for your hard work and a successful trip to
date. Next week Leg 4 begins.

SIGHTINGSAND EFFORT SUMMARY FOR MARINE MAMMALS: 28 Sept - 4
Oct

Date Start/Stop Time Lat Long Total NM Av. Beaufort

092800 0650 N13:05.93 W089:33.04 72.1 nmi 3.4
1825 N12:45.58 W088:00.52

093000 0657 N10:28.57 W086:14.69 47.1 nmi 3.4
1714 N09:23.77 W085:14.87

CODE SPECIES TOT#
006 Stenella attenuata graffmani 12
018 Tursiops truncatus 14
070 Balaenoptera sp.

077 unid. dolphin



090 Stenella attenuata (unid. subsp.) 1
TOTAL 31

COMMON DOLPHINS 0
SPOTTED/SPINNER 13
BLUE/HUMPBACK WH. 0
OTHER DELPHINIDS 17
OTHER CETACEANS 1

AERIAL PHOTOGRAMMETRY SUMMARY': 28 September - 4 October
0 flight hours

BIOPSY SUMMARY': 28 September - 4 October

Species This Week  Total
Balaenoptera edeni 0 2
Balaenoptera musculus 0 10
Berardius bairdii 0

Delphinus capensis 0

Delphinus delphis 0

Feresa attenuata 0 6
Globicephala macrorhynchus 0 24
Lagenorhynchus obliquidens 0

Orcinus orca 0 5
Stenella attenuata 0 54
Stenella attenuata graffmani 21 25
Stenella attenuata subsp. 0 54
Stenella coeruleoalba 0 2
Stenella longirostris orientalis 0 44
Steno bredanensis 0 4
Tursiops truncatus 10 54
Total 31 297

35mm PHOTO SUMMARY : 28 September - 4 October
Species - No. Schools/Individuals

Stenella attenuata graffmani - 4



TURTLE CAPTURES: 28 September - 4 October

Species This Week Total
Loggerhead (Caretta caretta) 0 9
Olive Ridley (Lepidochelys olivacea) 21 135
Green (Chelonia mydas) 0 6

Total 21 150



