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SCIENCE SUMMARY: 26 October - 1 November

The Jordan pulled away from Puerto Quetzal, Guatemala on Sunday, 29 October, just 
after noon; we are two days delayed plus out a lot of hard work and long hours. In 
exchange, we now have a fully functional engine (thanks in no small part to our 
exhausted engineering department). Just outside of the harbor we took care of a few 
quick business items (three touch and go take-offs and landings for the helicopter; short 
dive to clean the bow chamber windows; small boat trip to exchange our last leg's pilot 
with an incoming crew member arriving on a late flight), and were off on Leg 5 by mid-
afternoon.   

Since sailing, our weather has been nothing short of fantastic. Low winds, smooth seas, 
and sunny skies have been our lot, even as we have sailed farther and farther from the 
coast on a course of 220 degrees, southwest and out into the heart of the eastern tropical 
Pacific.  Not surprisingly, we have seen a fair number of cetaceans each day, and 
diversity has been high (see the sightings summary table below).  The helicopter team has 
made flights every day for these first four days of the leg, and photographed a number of 
schools and species (although calibrations have so far eluded us this leg). And the small 
boat has done its share of work, providing us with a platform from which to obtain biopsy 
samples from elusive common and striped dolphins. The surprise of the week has been 
the continuing widespread green water and its accompanying common dolphins and more 
blue whales. We have seen the later now for two days in a row, obtained biopsy samples, 
lateral and aerial photographs, and deployed two sonobuoys, both functional. 

Our Chief Steward celebrated a birthday and in his honor, we made a swing by a TAO 
buoy that was just off the trackline. It gave up 18 mahi, 8 yellowfin tuna, and 1 
amberjack. The next day, out came Halloween decorations courtesy Rick Hargis and 
friends, and mountains of candy sent to us by well-wishers from back home.  

One more sighting note: turtles have been notably absent so far this leg but one of the few 
we have seen was a juvenile loggerhead on 30 October - far south for the normal records 
of this species. 

SIGHTINGS AND EFFORT SUMMARY FOR MARINE MAMMALS: 26 October 
- 1 November

Date Start/Stop Time Lat Long Total NM Av. Beaufort 

102900 1634 N13:51.41 W090:48.47 11.7 nmi 3.6 
             1838 N13:45.53 W091:00.21 



103000 0609 N12:44.57 W092:14.50 76.2 nmi 3.7 
             1748 N11:36.90 W093:24.64 

103100 0610 N10:36.67 W094:28.96 67.2 nmi 2.9 
             1655 N09:49.07 W095:32.89 

110100 0613 N08:58.21 W096:31.46 53.6 nmi 3.1 
             1802 N08:02.70 W097:24.85 

CODE SPECIES TOT# 
002 Stenella attenuata (offshore) 1 
006 Stenella attenuata graffmani 1 
010 Stenella longirostris orientalis 2 
013 Stenella coeruleoalba 4 
015 Steno bredanensis 1 
017 Delphinus delphis 6 
018 Tursiops truncatus 3 
021 Grampus griseus 1 
046 Physeter macrocephalus 1 
049 ziphiid whale 1 
061 Ziphius cavirostris 2 
072 Balaenoptera edeni 1 
075 Balaenoptera musculus 3 
077 unid. dolphin 8 
078 unid. small whale 1 
079 unid. large whale 1 
083 Mesoplodon sp. A 1 
TOTAL    38 

COMMON DOLPHINS 6 
SPOTTED/SPINNER 4 
BLUE/HUMPBACK WH. 3 
OTHER DELPHINIDS 17 
OTHER CETACEANS 8 

 

 

 



AERIAL PHOTOGRAMMETRY SUMMARY: 26 October - 1 November

9.6 total flight hours 

Species Photographed Calibrated 
Stenella attenuata (coastal) 1 school -- 
Delphinus delphis 2 schools -- 
Grampus griseus 1 school -- 
Stenella coeruleoalba 1 school -- 
Physeter macrocephalus 1 individual -- 
Balaenoptera musculus 2 individuals -- 

BIOPSY SUMMARY: 26 October - 1 November

Species This Week Cruise Total 
Balaenoptera musculus 2 16 
Balaenoptera edeni - 3 
Megaptera novaeangliae - 2  
Berardius bairdii - 2 
Orcinus orca - 11 
Pseudorca crassidens - 3  
Globicephala macrorhynchus -  37 
Feresa attenuata - 6 
Delphinus capensis - 3 
Delphinus delphis 2 7 
Lagenorhynchus obliquidens - 4 
Stenella attenuata 3 88 
Stenella attenuata graffmani 4 70 
Stenella attenuata subsp. -  64 
Stenella coeruleoalba 1 6 
S. longirostris orientalis 5 71 
Steno bredanensis - 5 
Tursiops truncatus 6 77 
Rhincodon typus (whale shark) - (1) 
Totals 23 475 

 



35 mm PHOTO SUMMARY: 26 October - 1 November

Species No. 
Schools/Individuals 

Stenella longirostris orientalis 1 school 
S. longirostris orientalis and S. attenuata 
(offshore) 1 school 

Balaenoptera edeni 2 individuals 
Balaenoptera musculus 4 individuals 

TURTLE CAPTURES: 26 October - 1 November

Species This Week Cruise Total 
Loggerhead (Caretta caretta) - 9 
Olive Ridley (Lepidochelys olivacea) 1 185 
Green (Chelonia mydas) - 6 
Totals 1 200 

 


