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SCIENCE SUMMARY:: 23-29 November 2000

A slow, uneventful week on the DSJ: the weather marginal and sightings sparse.
Although we didn't have to suspend observations at any time due to weather, we were
never-the-less sorely tested. Even helicopter operations were "severely constrained by
high sea states all week™ (fide W. Perryman, world class optimist). Perhaps the most
significant development this week was thermoregulatory: for the first time since we left
San Diego in late July, long pants and long-sleeved shirts have appeared on the flying
bridge. Winter seems to have moved quite far south this year - we are seeing birds, squid
and flyingfish that we don't normally encounter until we're off Baja and during the last
couple of days of the cruise. We are "season shifted"” out here; while the rest of the US
has been through a fall and hunkering down for the winter, we have been enjoying an
extended summer in the ETP. Normally we endure 2-3 days of fall when we start heading
up Baja, and then we have 1-2 days to get used to the idea of winter just before we pull
into San Diego. It is a little bit of shock to the system especially for our Mexican
colleagues: Ernesto is already reporting for his watch looking like a polar explorer while
most of the rest of us are still in shorts. We conducted an extra ten days of evening net
tows this leg to make up for some of the ones we dropped early on in the cruise, but we
have now suspended all nightly tows for the remainder of the cruise (much to the delight
of Kerry K. and Dave G.). Wayne and Katie have been pushing helo ops to the limit,
flying mostly in conditions when the helo is normally strapped to the pad. It hasn't paid
off just yet but Wayne's esprit de (NOAA) corps remains unstinted. We stopped by
Shamada Bank for a few hrs early one morning last week. It is a sea mount that rises up
from the ocean floor to within a couple hundred feet of the surface, 600 miles SW of the
tip of Baja. It is a famed, if out of the way, fishing hole. (A sportfishing boat anchored
there was pulling on 200 Ib yellowfin tunas while we were there.) Three species of
flyingfish that we hadn't caught the whole cruise spawn there and we hoped to catch
some in the pre-dawn hrs. (You can keep your ten-to-a-ton tuna, I'll take a 2 Ib. flyingfish
any day). We bagged all three species of flyer, including 8 or so individuals with 2 foot
wingspans. The crew also coaxed a few smallish tunas onboard but the Best Hooker prize
went to engineer Dave Burnside who hauled in a 45 Ib wahoo that was reincarnated as a
fabulous enchilada dish for dinner (the latter courtesy our master chef and mess deck
consultant, Allen Gary). Word onboard: Nine Days!

SUMMARY OF MARINE MAMMAL EFFORT AND SIGHTINGS
Date Time Latitude Longitude Effort Beaufort

112900 0649 N17:36.94 W114:36.00 91.3 nmi 3.9
1754 N17:57.63 W112:59.88



112800 0845 N16:52.54 W117:28.75 69.3 nmi 3.5
1806 N17:17.05 W116:14.53

112700 0707 N16:17.09 W119:28.33 82.7 nmi 4.0
1817 N16:40.62 W118:52.84

112600 0654 N14:47.58 W116:27.01 101.6 nmi 4.0
1817 N15:33.06 W118:09.62

112500 0644 N13:27.18 W113:43.63 83.4 nmi 4.2
1713 N14:10.09 W115:08.48

112400 0626 N12:45.72 W110:49.99 104.7 nmi 4.3
1756 N13:31.29 W112:31.10

112300 0628 N14:29.43 W110:08.08 84.7 nmi 4.8
1655 N13:55.99 W111:35.33

Code Species Total
002 Stenella attenuata (offshore) 7
003 Stenella longirostris (unid. subsp.) 2
010 Stenella longirostris orientalis 4
011 Stenella longirostris (whitebelly) 1
013 Stenella coeruleoalba 5
015 Steno bredanensis 1
018 Tursiops truncatus 3
021 Grampus griseus 1
037 Orcinus orca 2
049 ziphiid whale 2
070 Balaenoptera sp. 3
072 Balaenoptera edeni 1
077 unid. dolphin 3
101 Stenella longirostris (southwestern) 1
Total 52

AERIAL PHOTOGRAMMETRY:

9.5 hrs of flight time this week; 2 calibration schools (1 Steno, 1 spotter); photos of 1
unid ziphiid, 1 Steno, 2 spotter schools and 1 spotter/spinner.



BIOPSY:

Species

Balaenoptera musculus
Balaenoptera edeni
Megaptera novaeangliae
Berardius bairdii

Orcinus orca

Pseudorca crassidens
Globicephala macrorhynchus
Feresa attenuata

Delphinus capensis
Delphinus delphis
Lagenorhynchus obliquidens
Stenella attenuata

Stenella attenuata graffmani
Stenella attenuata subsp.
Stenella coeruleoalba
Stenella I. orientalis

Steno bredanensis

Tursiops truncatus
Rhincodon typus (whale shark)
Totals

35 mm PHOTO-ID:
White-bellied spinners 1 school

TURTLE CAPTURES:

Species This Week
Loggerhead 0
Olive Ridley 0
Green 0
Totals 0
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