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Camp Opening:

1. The Copacabana Field Camp was opened by Drs. George Watters and Jefferson Hinke on Monday,
January 12t at 1400 hrs. We thank AGUNSA (port agent), the Chilean Antarctic Institute
(INACH), the Chilean Air Force (FACH), and the Arctowski Polish Polar Station for excellent
logistical support.

2. Camp had been unoccupied for roughly one year prior to
our arrival, but all power, heat, light, water, appliances,
and two-way radio communication systems were quickly
returned to operational status upon arrival. No major
damage to the camp was apparent and all outbuildings,
storm shutters, stored equipment, and food supplies were
in good condition. There was severe molding in the main
hut on tables, chairs, shelves, wooden utensils, and the
floor. At some point during the winter, a small amount of
water may have pooled on the floor of the main hut,
perhaps due to snow buildup on the western wall. No

evidence of further leakage has been observed.

3. After opening, we spent most of the next two days
cleaning the huts, melting snow to augment water
supplies for future seasons, and staging gear for work
around the penguin colonies. We also rebuilt a small
footbridge that connects the landing beach and the
walkway to the main hut. The bridge was completely
destroyed during the winter, but all pieces were salvaged
and reassembled.

4. At 0100 on Thursday morning (January 15™), the Chilean Navy
vessel Oscar Viel arrived to offload our remaining supplies,
including food, lumber, fuel, science equipment (including a
hexacopter), our email system, and work clothing. Four zodiac
loads were brought ashore containing all expected gear. Resupply
operations concluded by 0330.
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5. The breeding chronology throughout the colonies this year dictated census work for Adélie and
gentoo penguins shortly after arrival. Total chick counts for Adélie penguins at the Copa colony
(N=3063) are 15% lower than last year. Counts of Adelie penguin chicks in study colonies at the
Pt. Thomas colony (N=2468) are 20% lower than last year. The
census of gentoo penguins at the Copa colony are not yet
complete due to a large asynchrony in breeding chronology.
Most chicks have creched throughout the colony, but we have
observed numerous nests with chicks less than one week old.
We observed two gentoo hatching eggs in the last two days. In
colonies meeting census criteria (all except the Copa Beach
colonies), gentoo chick production (N=3978) is 5% higher than
last year. No gentoo chicks survived to créche in the Pt.
Thomas colonies.

6. We deployed 10 radio transmitters on gentoo penguins on Copa
Beach with younger chicks (aged one to four weeks) to measure
foraging trip durations for the next two weeks. We also deployed
four satellite tags on gentoo penguins to track foraging location at sea. Those satelllte tags will be
retrieved after seven days at liberty.

7. We observed a king penguin on January 12t and 13, and a Macaroni penguin on January 16%.
Both birds were resting on shore in the Copa colonies in the evening.

8. All camera traps installed last year to record breeding activity survived the winter and are in very
good condition. Preliminary checks of two cameras yielded a full year of photos. Batteries
remained at >55% power.

Weather: 9. Relatively light winds, partly cloudy skies, and dry conditions have predominated
since our arrival. We had one storm with driving snow and strong winds from the
southeast on Thursday.
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