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Copacabana, King George Island 
Camp Operations: 
 
1. Copacabana Field Camp was closed at noon 27 January 2015, two full day s earlier than expected. 

Closing operations were rushed, but all major closing tasks were completed prior to the arrival of 3 
zodiacs from the Chilean Navy Vessel Aquiles. All gear and personnel (2) were safely moved from 
shore to ship. We extend our sincere thanks to the captain and crew of the Aquiles, AGUNSA, and 
INACH for coordinating ship-based logistics of our camp close this year.  
 
 

2. During camp close, all 
shutters were attached, all fuel 
stored, all water collection 
barrels drained to 2/3 capacity, 
the electrical system shut 
down, communication 
antennas stowed, generators 
winterized,  waste buckets 
emptied and prepared for next 
year, and the huts cleaned to 
the extent practical. All 
remaining fresh and frozen 
food was donated to our 
friends at Arctowski  Station. 
Left behind for future disposal 
are 3 bags of trash, 6 small 
bags of glass for recycling, 13 
empty propane cans, and 14 

expired fire extinguishers. 
 

Science:  
 
3. Prior to the close were we able to collect additional Adélie penguin  

fledgling weights on three sampling occasions. In total for the season,  
we captured and weighed 147 individual fledglings. Their mean mass  
(3102g+/-285 (SD)) is equivalent to the long term mean (3153g  
+/-384 (SD)). (See photo top of next page.) 
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4. We collected a diet sample from one 
chinstrap penguin captured on Copa 
Beach. Krill was the only item found in 
the diet. Along with all other diets, krill 
sizes measured from penguin diets 
ranged from 26 to 59 mm. The mean 
(45.6 +/- 5 mm SD) , median (46mm) 

and mode (45mm) are consistent with the growth of a single cohort first observed in diets during 
the 2011/12 field season. 
 

5. All satellite transmitters deployed  
on gentoo penguins were retrieved.  
The tracking data await analysis. 
 

6. We also successfully retrieved 
data on all 10 radio transmitters 
deployed on gentoo penguins to foraging  
track trip durations during the 
chick rearing period. Initial analyses suggest a mean trip duration 
of 8.5 hours, the shortest mean trip duration recorded for gentoo  
penguins at Copacabana since monitoring of such trips began in  
2010/11. 
 

Marine Mammals: 
 

7. Fur seals continued to come ashore in small numbers prior to  
close, but none remained for more than a few hours.  
 

8. We observed two fin whales at the mouth of 
Admiralty Bay while transiting  
from Copa to Maxwell Bay to await our flight home. 
 
This concludes the second abbreviated field season at Copacabana 
Field Camp.  
 
                       Submitted by AMLR researchers northbound to the USA! 
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