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Seabirds:

1. Gentoo Penguins are still leaving in the mornings on foraging trips and returning to the 
breeding colonies in the afternoons.  Pair bonds are being established but no nests are being 
built yet. To date, no gentoo penguins have initiated clutches.

2. Chinstrap penguins are establishing territories 
and beginning to collect rocks to build nests.  
The first chinstrap egg was seen 16 November 
on colony 3, however no clutches have been 
initiated within our plots.

3. We have begun a demographic study to 
determine the reproductive success of  penguins 
that were banded here as chicks and have now 
returned to breed. We are currently reading 
bands to locate these known-aged birds and will 
follow their breeding activities daily to determine 
their reproductive success.

4. Brown skuas are reestablishing pair bonds and 
have been observed in pairs around Cape 
Shirreff  and at the penguin colonies.  We have 
started checking these territories every four days 
but most territories are currently unoccupied.

5. We recovered an overwinter GLS from a 
chinstrap on 11 November, but have not been 
able to find any more since.  We also recovered a 
GLS deployed overwinter in 2012. 
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Pinnipeds:

6. There are two female elephant seals that are still suckling pups.  Two other females that had 
been suckling their pups lost their pups.  In addition, to these two dead pups we found one 
weaned pup dead as well.     

7. At the last census of  fur seal study beaches on 16 November we recorded 3 adult female and 
one pup.  The first pup was born on 14 November this year      

8. We have thus far recorded six tagged fur seals.  All were adult or juvenile males first tagged as 
pups. No tagged females have arrived as of  16 November.  

9. Our phocid census on 14 Nov yielded 48 southern elephant seals (inc. 13 pups) and 26 
Weddell seals (inc. 3 pups). Three crabeater seals were also observed. But no leopard seals 
were reported in the census.

10. We began the process of  setting up our VHF radio transmitter data logging systems.  We 
have two receiving stations at either end of  our study site for Antarctic fur seals.  We have 
tuned in a total of  50 transmitters on both stations and began range tests to validate our 
expected ranges for both stations.  Both stations (Cerro Aymará and Cerro El Condor) use a 
two 4-element-Yagi directional array.   

11. After the last storm we had from the east (9 Nov) many of  east side beaches had beach cast 
krill.  We collected ~0.5 kg of  fresh krill (many were still alive).  Of  those krill we subsampled 
82 krill.  The mean total length (from the eye to the tip of  the telson) was 37.6 mm (s.d.: 4.56; 
range: 21-47mm).  How representative beach cast krill are remains unknown but the sample 

was fresh frozen for future lipid and stable isotope analysis. 
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Weather:

12. We are currently experiencing our biggest storm since arriving on 31 October. Winds have 
been gusting into the 40s (mph) and there has already been considerable precipitation. The 
mean temperature for the week was -1.7C (s.d.:1.9).  The high temperature for the week was 
only 0.7°C and the low was –4.3°C.   Total precipitation recorded for this week was 0.01 
inches.  Winds were predominantly out of  the west (35.6%) and the north (33.0%). The 
mean wind speed was 13.9 mph (s.d:6.1).  Maximum winds were 44 mph.  (This summary 
includes data to midnight last night and does not include the current storm conditions.)  
Mean daily solar radiation for the week was 16,055 (Wm2). Sunrise and sunset are now 03:50 
and 21:38 and we continue to gain about 6 minutes of  daylength per day. 

Camp:

13. We saw our first whales this week.

14. We have had problems with SSB daily communications with Palmer Station this week and 
opted to send an email on each failed attempt to contact instead.  However, our attempts at 
email communication have also failed.   We were successful this morning in contacting 
Palmer Station by SSB.

15. Several of  the doors in our camp are in need of  replacement even though hinges and knobs 
were replaced last year. 

16. Twelve of  the sixteen water barrels were dug out of  the ice and snow this week and moved 
alongside the main and supply huts. The second water barrel was used up this week, and 
replaced in the main camp with the third. We continue to use snow melt to supplement our 
water supply.  

Submitted by AMLR researchers currently residing at the Cape Shirreff  field station, Livingston Island. Images  
provided by Mike Goebel.


