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Seabirds: 
 

1. Chinstrap chicks finished fledging this week.  On March 3rd we finished weighing chinstrap 

fledglings just before they depart to sea.  We weighed a total of 128 fledglings with an average 

mass of 2989g (SD=380.7).  Of the 128 fledglings we weighed, 18 were banded.  The heaviest 

weighed 4000g and the lightest was 1700g. 

 

2. A cattle egret was seen hanging out on the edge of the chinstrap colonies!   

 

3. One of 21 original brown skua nests remains active. We are continuing the collection of 48-day 

measurements of brown skua chicks.  

 

4. A significant portion of the week was spent compiling and proofing data. 

 

Pinnipeds: 

 

5. We have finished flipper tagging a sample of 200 fur seal pups for future demographic studies 

and cohort success.  Eleven of these are pups of tagged females.  

 

6. We successfully deployed 11 PTTs on adult male fur seals for an over-winter study to determine 

where they forage in relation to the commercial fishing fleet that operates in the area. 

 

7. With camp-closing right around the corner, we are busy inventorying and packing up the fur seal 

lab. 

 

Weather: 

 

8. Mean temperature increased slightly from last week to 0.9 ⁰C (range: -1.2 ⁰C to 3.0 ⁰C). 

Precipitation also increased over last week.  We had 0.67", bringing the season total to 5.27" for 

the season. The winds were primarily from the east (67%), with an average speed of 8.9 mph 

and a maximum speed of 33.0 mph. Other winds were 21.1% from the  

west, 6.7% from the north, and 5.2% from the south. Daylight is  

down to 13 hours and 30 minutes; mean daily solar radiation  

reached a season low of 6,347 watts per sq. meter.  We are  

hoping the weather holds out for our departure  

and crossing of the Drake! 
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Camp:  

 

9. All the new rebuilt window covers have been installed (n=20). 

 

10. All water barrels are full, and rain gutters have been secured for the season. 

 

11. Wind turbines have been secured for the season, and stored ready to install at opening next year.   

 

12. Our old solar array has been taken down and has been stored for the next season. 

 

13. Generators have been winterized and all gasoline has been stabilized. Our two unreliable 

generators have been packaged and staged to be shipped to La Jolla after camp closing. 

 

14. The bird blind at the north end of the Cape was officially closed on March 6th. 

 

15. The Cape Shirreff field station is expected to close for the winter on March 11th, when the NSF’s 

R/V Laurence M. Gould arrives. All inventories are nearly complete and the team is diligently 

working through all the scheduled closing camp tasks. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
New lithium ion battery bank with PV combiner, solar controller, 

fuse boxes and switches.  The new batteries should last 10 years. 

 
Submitted by AMLR researchers currently 

residing at the Cape Shirreff field station, 

Livingston  Island.  

 

New power system at Cape Shirreff: four 265W solar panels 

and two wind turbines. 


