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The U.S. AMLR field camp at Cape Shirreff was closed on March 13th, bringing an end to our 29th 
season of land-based research (although stay tuned – the AMLR season isn’t over yet as we prepare 
for our 2015 winter vessel survey!).  We accomplished all planned activities, ranging from pinniped 
and seabird research to camp maintenance.  
  
Early morning on March 12th, the National Science Foundations’ R/V Laurence M. Gould 
approached the Cape. Conditions for closing were not optimal as the ship was experiencing 25mph 
winds from the north along with 10-12’ seas. At approximately 1300 a weather window opened up 
and two zodiacs were  deployed to the island; the first zodiac landed at the Cape at approximately 
1345. As soon as operations began, weather conditions started to deteriorate. After the third zodiac 
run, the decision was made to cease operations until the following day.  Unfortunately one zodiac 
sustained damage during hoisting operations and was kept on standby for the remainder of the 
camp closing operations.  In the early hours of March 13th conditions were favorable with light 
variable winds, light precipitation and 8-10’ seas; closing operations commenced with one zodiac. 
The Gould team (including crew and volunteer researchers) performed eight zodiac runs and 
successfully retrieved all personnel, gear and trash off of the island.   
  
In total, 12 zodiac runs were completed for camp closing. All personnel are now safely aboard the 
Gould and headed to Punta Arenas, Chile (ETA March 16).  During the transit, the AMLR team will 
complete preliminary QA/QC of datasets/databases, make photocopies of field books and needs list 
(for next season), prepare specimens for transport to the USA, and complete cargo manifest for all 
AMLR gear and equipment. 
  
Pre-closing activities: 
  
1. A penguin carcass count was conducted prior to closing camp. 

 
2. Two cameras were installed overlooking Cachorros East.  These will be retrieved next season; 

images will provide information on pinniped overwinter activity at the site.  
 

3. An overwinter temperature logger has been installed.  This unit will  
record temperature information throughout the austral winter, and  
will be retrieved when we re-open the camp next season.  
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We would like to extend a heartfelt thanks to the Captain and crew of the Gould and all support staff 
for a safe and efficient camp closing. Zodiac drivers were MT Carmen and MT Meghan; MT Mike, 
MLT Diane and MPC Ken also provided support during closing operations. And a final thank you to 
the ship’s Chief Steward, who provided a hearty breakfast for the Cape Shirreff team on the 13th – the 
first meal the AMLR team has not had to prepare themselves since opening camp late October! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Submitted by AMLR researchers currently transiting the Drake 
Passage, enjoying meals they do not have to  

  prepare themselves! 
 

AMLR’s exceptional Cape Shirreff field team (Renato, Nicola, Tony, Kevin, Mackenzie and Wiley) spending their last night 
at the camp after zodiac operations were truncated due to declining weather. The team was 
recovered early the next morning, along with all remaining gear and trash. 
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