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Copacabana, King George Island 
Camp Operations: 
 
1. The Copacabana Field Camp was opened by Dr. George Watters and Jeremy Rusin on Friday, January 8th at 

16 hrs.  We thank AGUNSA (port agent in Chile), the Chilean Antarctic Institute, the Chilean Air Force, and 
our Polish friends and colleagues at Arctowski Station for excellent logistical support and fantastic 
hospitality. 
 

2. Camp had been unoccupied for 
roughly one year prior to our arrival, 
but all power, heat, lighting, water, 
appliances and two-way radio 
communication systems were 
quickly returned to operational status 
upon arrival.  No major damage to 
the camp was apparent and all 
outbuildings, storm shutters, stored 
equipment, and food supplies were 
in good condition.  There was 
substantial molding in the main hut, 
particularly on shelving, wooden 
utensils and floors.  However, no 
evidence of leakage was observed.  

 
3. After opening, we spent most of the next two days cleaning the huts, staging gear for work around the 

penguin colonies, and putting up rain gutters for water collection.  Very little snow exists around the camp 
at present, so for the time being we are relying on stored water until precipitation enables collection of new 
water.  We made minor repairs to broken gutter sections and to water barrels that had leaks around valve or 
stopper fittings.  New stoppers and valves are needed to improve the water collection system. The exterior 
of the huts remain in good condition; however, several door and window covers require replacement, and 
much of the exterior window covers, walls, and doors need to be scraped  
and repainted. The small footbridge repaired during the 2014-15 season  
remains in very good condition thanks to the stellar workmanship of  
Drs. George Watters and Jefferson Hinke. 
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4. To carry on the tradition of the last two seasons, we dined on  
Pasta Puttanesca our first evening in camp.  To finish our pasta we delved into our store of “cave-aged” 
Copa parmesan (our cave is the freezer room). 

 
Science: 

 
5. We deployed eight of 10 radio transmitters on gentoo penguins (wet weather has postponed deployment of 

the last two) nesting on Copa Beach, each with two chicks (aged one to four weeks), to measure foraging 
trip durations for the next two weeks. We also tested four satellite tags on gentoo penguins to track foraging 
location at sea.  Those satellite tags will be deployed when weather conditions improve and retrieved after 
seven days at liberty. 
 

6. We observed a Macaroni penguin resting on Copa Beach  
on the evenings of January 9th and 10th (see picture). 
 

7. All remote cameras installed last year to record breeding  
activity survived the winter and are in good condition.   
One camera pole mount was found askew, likely due to  
winter storm activity, but the images from the camera  
will probably be useful.  We plan to collect images from  
all cameras, service existing cameras, and install new  
cameras in the coming weeks. 
 

Weather: 
 
8. We have experienced, relatively light winds, partly  

cloudy skies and light snow since our arrival.  However,  
the day we arrived at camp was sunny and dry, a  
perfect day for opening. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Submitted by AMLR researchers currently residing at the Copacabana study site.   
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