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Camp Operations:

1.

We put considerable effort into continued camp opening and maintenance activities. These included
replacing several weathered window cover parts, decommissioning the freezer in the main hut due
to carbon monoxide emissions and moving frozen foods to a freezer in a separate hut, and repairing
a rock cairn on the beach in front of Copa.

2. Inaddition, we replaced the old gray water disposal
system (gray water was run through a gravel / sand filter
and eventually emptied into the substrate) with a new
system using a collection bucket that is emptied into the
intertidal in order to maintain consistency with current
environmental requirements for the Antarctic. Notable
features of the new system include an overflow protection
bin that can hold two 5 gallon buckets and a red flag
attached to a float that signifies a full bucket.

3. Early in the week we portaged the canoe to the Ecology
Glacier, and late this week following completion of chick
counts at Pt. Thomas we brought the canoe back to Copa
for overwinter storage. This was the first in what will be
many more camp closing activities that we undertake in
the coming week.

4. \We continue to receive very limited precipitation. The

snow we had received was blown off the hut roofs during
a windstorm. As a result, we have been unable to collect rain water using the camp gutter networks.
Instead, we harvested ice from ice bergs that had been blown onto the
beach in order to supplement our water supply.

Camp food has been plentiful and most awesome. Highlights include
cornmeal pancakes, pan-fried lomo medallions, vermicelli salad
and “weird” orzo risotto.
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6. This week we collected diet samples from Adélie and gentoo penguins. Krill were present in
100% of the diet samples and represented 97% of diet mass while unidentified fish remains
represented the remainder. Fish remains were found in both Adélie and gentoo diets. Mean krill
length is estimated to be 46mm (range 26mm to 56mm) and roughly 67% of measured krill were
identified as female.

7. We concluded census work for Adélie chicks this week. Total chick production at the Copacabana
rookery was 4021 (range from 3942 to 4092), greater than the estimated production from this
rookery last year (3069). Total chick production of Adélie colonies censused in the Pt. Thomas
rookery was 3435 (range from 3361 to 3509). As in previous years, we were unable to census one
very large colony (Big Foot) in the Pt. Thomas rookery. Our colleagues at Poland’s Arctowski
station also estimated chick production from the Pt. Thomas rookery (less than one week before
us), and it will be interesting to compare numbers. They used a photograph to estimate that over
2000 chicks were produced in the Big Foot colony.

8. We are planning to conduct the census of gentoo chicks at the Copacabana rookery in the next day
or two. Zero gentoo chicks were produced at the Pt. Thomas rookery.

9. Radio transmitters continue to record foraging trip durations of gentoo penguins on Copa Beach.
We deployed 4 satellite tags early in the week, and we plan to retrieve them over the coming days.

10. We have installed three new time lapse cameras on B - '
tripods in our penguin colonies and will work to . a s e 0 ST

redeploy and/or reposition 11 existing cameras
during the next week. The primary objective of
each camera is to record breeding chronology and :
reproductive success of our study penguins. T e e St

Weather:

11. Other than two days
of strong winds early in the week, we’ve experienced largely calm,
cold and dry weather.

Submitted by AMLR researchers currently residing at
Copacabana.
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