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Camp Operations: 
 
1. Copacabana Field Camp was closed at about 1800 on 22 January 2016.  All closing activities were 

completed over the final two days of camp operations.  All gear and personnel were safely moved 
via Zodiac to the Arctowski Polish Antarctic Station.  From Arctowski, we were transported via 
helicopter to Escudero Station and thence to Punta Areas via airplane.  We extend our sincere thanks 
to our friends and colleagues from Arctowski, INACH, FACH, and AGUNSA, all of whom 
provided critical logistics and transportation support for the 2016 Copacabana field season (see 
photo).   
 

2. During camp close the electrical system was  
shut down and all shutters and door covers  
were attached, fuel stored, water-collection  
barrels drained to 2/3 capacity,  
communication antennas stowed, generators  
winterized, waste buckets emptied and  
prepared for next year (including the new  
gray water system), and huts cleaned.  All  
remaining fresh and frozen food was  
donated to our friends at Arctowski Station.   
A total of eight bags of trash, 10 small bags  
of glass, 18 empty propane tanks and 14  
expired fire extinguishers remain at the camp for future disposal or recycling.  A total of 
approximately 25 gallons of gasoline, 46 full or partially full propane tanks, and 11 charged fire 
extinguishers also remain at the camp.  Given recent rates of fuel consumption and assuming the 
gasoline remains useable, we estimate there is enough propane and gasoline to last at least 3-5 
seasons. 
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Science: 
 
3. We completed a census of gentoo chicks at the Copacabana rookery.  In total, 7012 chicks were 

counted (± 5%), which is slightly greater than the count of 6438 gentoo chicks from the 2015 field 
season.   
 

4. We retrieved all four satellite tags that had been deployed on  
gentoo penguins for over a week.  These data await analysis,  
but a simple map of the raw location data is shown right. 
 

5. We also successfully retrieved data on all 10 radio transmitters  
deployed on gentoo penguins to track foraging trip durations  
during the chick rearing period.  This study lasted  
approximately 13 days, and, during that time, nine of the  
20 chicks being observed in monitored nests fledged.  The  
fates of the remaining chicks are unknown.  The trip-duration  
data have yet to be analyzed. 
 

6. We successfully collected images from several remote, automated cameras installed during the 
2014-15 field season.  These cameras were installed to autonomously collect data on breeding 
chronology and success.  In total, more than 43,000 images were collected, and much work remains 
to process those that provide photo documentation of the 2015-16 breeding season (an example 
photograph from December 18, 2015 is shown below). 
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7. We re-missioned the existing cameras and  
installed several new ones.  At present,  
seven cameras are deployed in four colonies  
to observe breeding chronology and success  
of gentoo penguins while nine cameras are  
deployed in six colonies (three cameras in  
two colonies in the Pt. Thomas rookery and  
the remainder in the Copacabana rookery)  
to observe the same for Adélie penguins.   
Two of the cameras observing Adélie  
penguins at Copa are solar-powered  
(see right).  The attached photo also  
illustrates our attempt to minimize impacts  
by installing multiple cameras on individual  
mounts.  We acknowledge the CCAMLR  
CEMP Fund for providing funding to  
acquire some of these cameras (as well as  
other cameras presently being deployed by  
colleagues from Poland, Argentina, and Ukraine).  All cameras are missioned to take 10 pictures 
per day starting at 1000 and ending at 1430 on half-hour intervals. 
 

8. We were able to collect Adélie penguin fledgling weights on Copa Beach on the morning of 
closing, as well as at Pt. Thomas rookery later in the day and during the following morning.  In 
total, we captured and weighed 48 individual fledglings.  Their mean mass (3445g) is significantly 
greater than the long term mean (3153g).   
 

9. On 21 January we observed a leopard seal attacking a penguin about 200m off Copa Beach; we 
were unable to identify the penguin species.  Also of note, not a single cetacean was observed 
during the two-week 2016 Copacabana field season.  

 
This concludes the third abbreviated field season at Copacabana Field Camp  
-----  Copa out. 
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