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Seabirds: 
 
1. We have opened the bird blind/emergency shelter, and set up the solar panel and weather station. 

 
2. The majority of the penguin colonies still have more than 60% snow coverage. Most of the 

gentoos have been going to sea during the day, returning only in the late afternoon.  Pair bonds 
are being established, but only a few have started nest building. To date, no clutches have been 
initiated. 
 

3. Chinstraps are finally in regular attendance on colonies. 
Pair bonds are being established, but only a few have 
started nest building. To this date, no clutches have been 
initiated.  
 

4. We have started re-sighting all banded birds. We are 
monitoring all known-age penguins that were banded here 
as chicks and have now returned to breed.  None of these 
birds have been seen on eggs yet. 
 

5. Brown skuas are re-establishing pair bonds and have been 
observed in pairs around Cape Shirreff and at the penguin 
colonies. 
 

6. A macaroni penguin was seen resting at the east penguin 
colonies on 8 November. 
 

7. We have begun capturing and collecting feathers from 
select chinstrap penguins that are part of an overwinter 
stable isotope study initiated last year. 
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Pinnipeds: 
 
8. To date 57 southern elephant seal pups have been born on Cape Shirreff this season. Thirty-eight 

female southern elephant seals continue to suckle their pups on various beaches, 19 pups have 
been weaned, and an additional eight females are in harems without pups. This week we tagged 
17 weaned pups, culminating in tag number 500.  Tissue from the flipper tag hole punches was 
collected on all tagged pups.  The tissue will be archived at NOAA’s Southwest Fisheries 
Science Center archive for later DNA analysis.   
 

9. We completed our second phocid census on 5 November. We counted a total of 72 adult 
southern elephant seals, 14 southern elephant seal pups, 18 adult Weddell seals, two Weddell 
seal pups, and three adult crabeater seals.  
 

10. This week has brought an above average 
number of crabeater seals all across 
Cape Shirreff, including some rare 
sightings. Of particular note was the 
arrival of our third breeding pair. This 
third pair has moved progressively up 
Jardin de Rosita, and has been here for 
four days (see photo).  The female from  

that pair seems to have weaned her pup here at Cape Shirreff, and it is now exploring some 
elephant seal harems on Media Luna Beach.  
 

11. We have also completed tuning and programming all DCCs for collecting attendance data on 
female fur seals instrumented with VHF transmitters later in the season. The Aymara receiving 
station has also been opened and set up, and the El Condor station will be up and running soon 
to allow us to begin range tests on both receivers. 
 

Weather: 
 
12. This week commenced the first full week of weather data collection.  The mean temperature was 

-2.8°C with a high of 1.9°C and a low of -7.2°C.  Mean wind speed was 11.9 mph with a  
maximum of 44 mph.  Winds were predominantly from the west (60.3%)  

followed by southern winds (20.9%).  The total precipitation for the week 
was 0.3 inches though this does not quantify snow fall.  Mean solar 
radiation was 13,587  W/m2.  This week ended with sunrise occurring  

between 04:00 and 04:15 and sunset occurring between  
21:15 and 20:30.   
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Camp: 
 

13. On Monday November 2 all members of the field team completed “AERD Permits and 
Declarations” training. All team members are now fully up to speed on all applicable science, 
waste and environmental permits that facilitate our work at Cape Shirreff. 
 

14. This week we completed a comprehensive emergency medical review. On Thursday November 
5, we inspected and reviewed all AERD medical equipment and pharmaceuticals. Then, on 
Friday November 6, we conducted a realistic medical drill in conjunction with our remote 
medical support team at George Washington University. 
 

15. Fluctuating temperatures, ice accumulation, and age have taken their toll on several of the 
doors at camp. To date repairs have included replacing door knobs, and clearing rust/debris. 
 

16. The supply hut has been cleared out and organized. Cans and jars that degraded over winter 
were removed, and shelves were cleaned and organized.  
 

17. In addition to melting snow for wash water, we have used one barrel of water thus far and have 
moved a second barrel into the main hut to melt. 
 

18. All areas and window/door covers have now been dug out and removed. This week we cleared 
out and de-iced the drying shed/shower room so that folks can take a shower…and none too 
soon!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Submitted by AMLR researchers currently  
residing at the Cape Shirreff field station,  
Livingston Island.   Images provided by  
camp residents and Mike Goebel. 
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