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Seabirds: 
 
1. Out of the 50 nests in our gentoo reproductive study, 12% have one egg, 40% have complete 

clutches (2 eggs), and 18% have failed.  Fifteen nests have not yet initiated clutches.  An 
asynchrony in breeding chronology is evident among gentoos across our study site. Only 45% 
pairs have initiated clutches on the east side of our study area, and colony 8 exhibits no nesting 
activity. Meanwhile, 87% of pairs have initiated clutches in the western colonies. Due to this 
asynchrony in clutch initiation, we will conduct the gentoo nest census on the east side several 
days after the west. 
 

2. The first chinstrap eggs this field season were observed on 18 November.  Out of 100 nests in 
our chinstrap reproductive study, 19 have one egg, four have complete clutches (2 eggs), and 1% 
have failed.  Seventy-six study nests have not yet initiated a clutch.  As with the gentoos, 
breeding chronology on the west side seems is advanced relative to the east side of the study 
area, with 44% of nests initiated on the west side, versus 7% on the west. 
 

3. Out of 50 chinstrap non-disturbance nests, 12% have one egg (all in western colonies). 
 

4. We continue to identify and monitor reproductive activity of known-age penguins. Among 
gentoos, a total of 15 known-age pairs have initiated clutches, eight have completed clutches (2 
eggs laid), and one nest has failed. No known-age chinstraps have initiated clutches to date. 
 

5. We are continuing to monitor skua territories around the Cape. Several pairs are attending their 
territories, though no nest bowls have been observed or clutches initiated. 
 

6. We continue to capture and pull feathers from select chinstrap penguins that are part of an 
overwinter stable isotope study initiated last year. 
. 
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Pinnipeds: 
 
7. The majority of female elephant seals have weaned their pups and returned to sea, however, 

there are still six suckling pups.   We have captured, tagged, and collected DNA samples from 51 
weaned pups. 
 

8. At the last census of fur seal study beaches on 22 November, we recorded a total of 77 territorial 
males and three adult females with zero pups born. The first recorded pup of the season was 
observed on a non-study beach (Playa Bahamonde) on 22 November. 
 

9. We have recorded three tagged fur seals to date: a 9-year old male, a 3-year old juvenile male, 
and a 19-year old female.  
 

10. In order to prepare for the perinatal attendance female we have concluded range tests of our two 
VHF receiving stations for monitoring trip duration of fur seals. Both stations are now ready to 
begin logging instrumented fur seals. 
 

11. In the last weekly census of phocids on the Cape we recorded 128 southern elephant seals 
(including 64 pups and weanlings), 22 Weddell seals, and three crabeater seals. No leopard seals 
were seen during the survey. 
 

12. Over the weekend, we set up a new remote camera system on Aymara hill to monitor changes in 
the ice and snow cover along several of the study beaches throughout the season. 
 

13. We conducted test flights with our APH-22 unmanned aerial system on 17 and 18 November, 
and our first two data collection flights over and near penguin colonies on 22 November. 
 

Weather: 
 
14. The mean temperature for the week was -1.0°C with a high of 2.9°C and a low of -2.7°C.  Mean 

wind speed was 12.2 mph with a maximum of 50 mph.  Winds were predominantly from the 
west (51.0%) followed by northern winds (27.2%).  The total precipitation for the week was 0.01 
inches totaling 0.13 inches for the season.  Mean solar radiation was 12,627 W/m2.  This week 

ended with sunrise occurring at 03:45 and sunset occurring at 21:45. 
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Camp: 
 

15. Snow shoveling and ice-picking continues apace, but continuing snowfall keeps us limited to 
having cleared paths to the outhouse, fur seal lab, workshop, generator, and supply hut. 

 
16. The new battery bank continues to 

function well which has greatly 
reduced the amount of gasoline 
consumed at camp. Without the 
need to supplement our power with 
gasoline generators, we are 
currently using about 50% less 
than in previous years. 
 

17. Our fresh water is still completely 
frozen, so we’ve been using snow 
melt and bringing frozen water 
barrels into the hut to thaw as 
needed. This week we brought in 
our 3rd full barrel.  
 

18. We have continued to unpack totes of food and equipment from the overwinter and opening 
stores, and are making good progress. 
 

19. On 17 November we conducted a test of our HF radio system with Palmer Station. All systems 
are in good working order.   
 

20. In anticipation of the coming Thanksgiving holiday, we excavated the smoker box from the 
snow and tested the fit of a gently-used smoker that was donated to the program. Charcoal has 
been set to dry, turkeys are thawing in the freshies room, and menu planning has begun during 
evening conversations. We are pretty darned excited! 

 
 

Submitted by AMLR researchers currently  
residing at the Cape Shirreff field station,  
Livingston Island.   Images provided by  
camp residents. 
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