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Seabirds: 
 
1. On 10 December, we conducted our  chinstrap egg (aka E1E2) study, in which we weighed and 

measured both eggs from a random sample of 50 chinstrap penguin nests.  All measurements 
were comparable with the previous 18 year average. 
 

2. All 50 nests in our gentoo repro study have initiated clutches; 80% are incubating full clutches, 
while 20% have failed. All but one of the 100 nests in our chinstrap reproductive study have 
initiated clutches; 89% are incubating full clutches, and 10% have failed. 
 

3. We continue to re-sight and monitor banded known-age penguins. To date, 27 known-aged 
gentoo penguins have initiated clutches, 3.7% are incubating partial clutches, 66.6% have full 
clutches, and 25.9% have failed. Currently 30 known aged chinstrap penguins have initiated 
clutches, 90% continue to incubate full clutches and 10% have failed. 
 

4. We continue to monitor brown skua territories for nesting activity. To date, three pairs are 
incubating two eggs each, and two pairs currently have one egg.  Other territories are beginning 
to show increased attendance and nesting activity, with several new nest bowls seen.  
 

5. We have continued to sight Adélie penguins in various places around the Cape over the last 
week. 
 

Pinnipeds: 
 
6. After being unable to conduct animal captures for two days, due to severe weather, we finished 

the week on a high note. To date we have completed 22 of our 32 planned perinatal fur seal 
captures in support of our study of attendance and foraging behavior.  All seals have had VHF 
radio transmitters attached. Fourteen also received a time depth recorder; six of which have GPS 
location capability. All seals were captured and weighed within 48 hours of parturition. 
 

7. As of this morning 6 of our 22 CCAMLR attendance females tagged  
thus far have departed for their first trip to sea. None, however, have  
returned so we have no trip duration data to report. 
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8. We are monitoring pup growth of our  
CCAMLR attendance females and have gotten a post-perinatal  
mass on six of the pups whose mothers have departed to sea.    

  
9. At the last census of fur seal study beaches on 13 December, we recorded a total of 429 females 

and 426 pups (424 live and 2 dead). That is a 31.7% decrease in pup production compared to the 
same time last year. Female counts have been steadily decreasing in the last few days as more 
animals begin to leave for their first trips to sea. 
 

10. Thus far 68.1% (79/116) of our tagged female population have returned to Cape Shirreff. This 
includes two females not seen in the previous two years, and a four year old primaparous female. 
The natality rate for returned females thus far is 91.9%. 
 

11. On the last Phocid census on 11 December we counted 215 southern elephant seals (193 on 
Media Luna beach alone), 25 Weddell seals, and no leopard or crabeater seals. 

 
 
Weather: 
 
12. This week featured a large  

two-day storm out of the  
south, followed by a clear  
calm Sunday. The mean  
temperature for the week  
was 0.1ºC. The high  
temperature for the week  
was 7.1ºC and the low was  
-2.1C.  The mean wind  
speed was 13.6 mph, with  
a maximum wind gust of 55  
mph.  Prevailing winds this  
week were from the west  
(50.8%) followed by winds  

from the south (33.0%).  The rain gauge only recorded 0.11 inches 
this week.  The mean daily solar radiation this week was only 15,624 
watts per sq. meter.  
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Camp: 

 
13. Thar she blows! This week provided enough visibility to view our first whales and dolphins of 

the year. The whales have all been humpbacks so far, and for the first time in years we saw a 
group of ecotype B killer whales swimming along the eastern coast of the Cape. 
 

14. Clear deck passages along the eastern and western sides of main camp were shoveled/picked 
this week making passage between buildings much easier. 
 

15. New batteries were installed in the sparker unit of the main camp stove. However, the unit 
continues to fail, and will require follow up repairs in the coming week. 
 

16. We continue to use our 4th water barrel for the season (of 14 full barrels left at closing). We 
have been using snow melt to supplement where possible. Normally, we would have set up the 
rain gutters to harvest rainfall, however, cold weather and recent heavy snow falls have 
prevented that option thus far. 
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