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Seabirds: 
 
1. As of today, 14% of gentoo reproduction study nests still have at least one chick, 44% have 

crèched, and 42% have failed.  Peak crèche for chinstraps occurred on January 31, with a total of 
28% crèched, 20% with at least one chick, and 52% have failed. 
 

2. We continue to monitor known-age penguins. Of the 29 known-aged gentoo penguins that 
initiated clutches, 24% have chicks that have crèched, 21% still have at least one chick, and 55% 
have failed. Of the 33 known-aged chinstraps penguin that have initiated clutches, 15% have 
chicks that have crèched, 21% have at least one chick, and 64% have failed. 

 
3. In the past week, we 

collected four diet samples 
from chinstrap penguins.  
Chinstrap penguin diet 
samples have consisted 
almost entirely of Antarctic 
krill (Euphausia superba) 
with trace amounts of fish. 
 

4. On January 26 we recovered 
two PTT (tracking units) and 
two GPS tags that had been 
deployed on brooding gentoo 
penguins.  We also deployed 
four TDR tags on brooding 
gentoo penguins. 
 

5. On January 30 we conducted the gentoo chick census for the west colonies.  We counted a total 
of 377 chicks. 
 

6. Of the 14 pairs of brown skuas that we are monitoring, eight nests are  
still active and six nests have failed. 
 

7. As of January 26, all of the snow stakes were  
clear of the snow! 

Chinstrap crèche – how many chicks do you see? Photo by M. Klosterman 
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Pinnipeds: 
 
8. Twenty-two of our attendance study female fur seals have completed at least six trips to sea, two 

of which have completed 12 trips. Average trip duration for the first six trips is 3.65 days (n = 
172, s.d.: 1.13, range: 0.35 – 7.10 days).  
 

9. Four more of our attendance study females lost their pups this week, bringing the total number 
of study pups lost to eleven.  
 

10. Despite continuing leopard seal predation, we have managed to get trip six weights on 22 pups 
with hopes for one more in the coming week. The mean weight gain for males is 144.5 grams 
per day (n = 10, s.d.: 27.58, range: 107.4 – 184.9 g/d). The mean weight gain for females is 
117.6 grams per day (n = 12, s.d.: 22.82, range: 86.7 – 152.8 g/d).  
 

11. We completed four captures of adult female fur seals this week. Two were to recover 
instruments, while the other two were to deploy TDRs.   
 

12. We continue to monitor our adult tagged female population and mother pup pairs to get a 
measure of reproductive success and loss of pups due to leopard seal predation.  Our current 
estimate for pup loss to leopard seal predation as of February 1 is 29.1% with a total offspring 
loss of 34.0%.  
 

13. Up to now, we have observed 157 tagged fur seals, 29 of which are juveniles. 
 

14. As of January 31, we have sexed and collected DNA samples from 84 pups of tagged fur seals.  
 

15. This week we began collection of our seventh fur seal diet sample of ten scats.  To date 66 scats 
have been collected, 64 of which have been processed.  While the scats are still primarily krill, 
we have begun to see increasing numbers of fish otoliths as well. 
 

16. On January 29 we completed our 14th weekly Cape-wide phocid census. We had a season high 
of 18 leopard seals and 365 southern elephant seals hauled out. However, only 13 Weddell seals 
were observed. 
 

17. New leopard seals continue to arrive. As of January 31, we had 
recorded 62 sightings of 19 tagged leopard seals. We have recorded an 
additional 14 sightings of untagged leopards, including three males and  

three juveniles that will be added to our photo-identification   
database. We still have yet to tag a leopard 

this season. 
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Weather: 
 

18. The mean temperature for the week was 1.6 °C, the highest mean for the season.   The high 
temperature was 5.4°C and the low was -0.9°C.  The total precipitation was 0.41 inches for the 
week.  The total cumulative precipitation is 2.11 inches for the season.  The average wind 
speed for the week was 14.5 mph with a high of 50.0 mph.  Winds were predominantly from 
the west (58.2%) followed by easterlies (26.9%).  Mean daily solar radiation was 12,080 sq. 
watts per meter.  Sunrise is now at 04:36 and sunset is 21:45. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Camp: 
 

19. We currently have just over six full barrels of water. While this is adequate for our current 
needs, we are hopeful that we will be able to begin filling all barrels in preparation for storing 
them overwinter.  
 

20. The north facing door and door frame to the shop building were replaced.  
 

21. The pinniped lab and the supply hut were re-organized. 
 

22. We celebrated Wiley’s birthday yesterday with a festive dinner and cake and home-made 
cookie dough ice cream. 

Submitted by AMLR researchers currently residing 
at the Cape Shirreff field station, Livingston  
Island.  Panoramic (by W. Archibald) of the  
north end of the cape (Punta Boreal) looking  
south over the cape.  Logo images provided  
by M. Goebel. 
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