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Seabirds: 
 
1. The skua shack was closed on 9 March. 

 
2. We finished classifying photos from the time-lapse camera systems that had been deployed at 

the Copacabana colony on King George Island. 
 

3. All seabird data has been entered, proofed, copied, and scanned to PDF. 
 
Pinnipeds: 

 
4. Of the original 31 CCAMLR attendance female fur seals, nine had surviving pups at the 

conclusion of the study.  
 

5. Twenty six attendance females completed at least six trips to sea with living pups. Of the nine 
females at the end of the study, five completed at least 17 trips to sea, with a maximum of 19 
trips recorded. The minimum number of trips for females still with a pup was 11.  
 

6. There were a total of 320 monitored trips taken by attendance study females while their pups 
were alive. Average trip duration for the season was 3.51 days (n = 320, s.d. = 1.12 d, range: 
0.38 – 7.10 d). 
 

7. This week marked the end of our effort to monitor reproductive success in tagged female fur 
seals. As of 10 March, our estimate for pup loss due to leopard seal predation was 60.4%, down 
from 73.6% last year. Coupled with the early season pup losses not due to predation, our total 
estimate of pup loss this season was 65.1%. 
 

8. In total we recorded 4,487 resights of 170 tagged Antarctic fur seals, including one animal from 
outside our study. Of these, 21 were four-year olds, three were three-year olds, and 17 were two-
year olds. No tagged yearlings were observed this season, despite seeing several untagged 
individuals on the study beaches. 
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9. On 11 March we completed our 20th and final Cape-wide phocid census of the season. While 

the number of animals has generally decreased over the past few weeks, we still observed 98 
southern elephant seals, 10 leopard seals, and seven Weddell seals.  
 

10. Upon the conclusion of our regular monitoring for tagged leopard seals, we had recorded 137 
resights of 32 tagged leopard seals, including seven tagged this season. In addition, we added 33 
sightings of untagged leopards to our photo-identification database. 
 

11. Twenty-nine Weddell seals were sighted a total of 193 times throughout the season, including 11 
tagged this season. We have also started a photo database of Weddell seals for future use. Thus 
far, we have added nine seals to this catalogue 

 
UAS (hexacopter) missions: 
 
12. One hexacopter flight was conducted on the US-AMLR study site to obtain photos of an adult 

female leopard seal.  UAS operations at Cape Shirreff are now complete for the 2015/16 season. 
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Weather: 
 

13. The mean temperature for the week was 0.9°C with a low of -1.6°C and a high of 3.4°C.  Total 
precipitation for the week was 0.3 inches.  Total cumulative precipitation since 29 October is 
4.29 inches.  The average wind speed was 13.3 mph with a maximum wind speed of 42.0 mph.  
Winds were predominantly from the west and east (71.9% and 14.7% respectively).  Mean 
daily solar radiation was 6,578 watts per square meter.  Sunrise occurred at 6:20 and sunset 
occurred at 19:57 on the 13th of March.  Daylight hours have decreased by 37 minutes in the 
past week.. 
 

Camp: 
 

14. On 7 March, we were visited by the R/V Lawrence M Gould. We transferred trash and some 
gear from Cape Shirreff to the ship. 
 

15. Camp closing activities ramped up as science activities ceased. Several loads of gear were 
staged on the beach, all inventories were completed (except the workshop, which is on-going), 
and general preparations for final cleaning, staging, and packing were initiated. 
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