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Closing Summary: 
 
Cape Shirreff was closed for the 2015/16 season at 1030 on 19 March 2016 under dry, sunny 
conditions. Zodiac operations started at 0830 and required nine trips. All personnel, gear, trash, 
empty fuel tanks, and biological samples were safely moved from shore to ship. Items left behind, 
chiefly fuel, water, and food, have been inventoried and secured for overwintering. 
 
We are grateful for the assistance of the Captain and crew of the R/V Laurence M. Gould, as well as 
numerous volunteers from the scientific party who helped move cargo quickly from the beach into 
zodiacs. 
 
Seabirds and Pinnipeds: 
 
1. In our last week, data QA/QC was conducted and all data backed up.  All field data books were 

copied as well as scanned to pdf files. 
 

2. Three time-lapse cameras were deployed for overwinter observations. Two cameras were set 
up to monitor leopard seal haul out on a beach near camp that typically has a high incidence of 
leopard seals.  Another camera was deployed on Aymara Hill (a high bluff the east side of the 
Cape) for monitoring seal presence and sea ice conditions. 
 

UAS (hexacopter) missions: 
 

3. No activity to report. 
 
Weather: 

 
4. The weather station was dismantled for over winter storage.  The last data collected was for 

midnight 14 March 2016.   An overwinter temperature logger was  
deployed with a sample rate of every 10 minutes. 
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Camp: 
 

5. Prior to close, all inventories were completed. 
 

6. Numerous exterior seams along windows and floors were re-caulked. Several deck boards 
were replaced, though it is apparent that the deck foundations are also in need of repair in 
many places. 
 

7. We ran a 4-guage DC powerline from the main battery bank into the main hut. The larger 
gauge wire was installed to reduce the roughly 1-volt drop in voltage along the line we had 
been experiencing with the original powerline. 
 

8. A plywood enclosure was built to protect and cover the main battery bank on the floor of the 
workshop. 
 

9. The interior of the main hut was cleaned and anti-molding agents were applied to areas most 
prone to mildew and mold proliferation. 
 

10. The inside of the outhouse and several patches of the interior walls in the main hut, particularly 
those with persistent 
growth of mildew,  
were repainted with  
mildew-resistant paint. 
 

11. The ATV was prepared 
for the 2016/17  
opening by installing  
the snow tracks. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wiley, Tony, Whitney, Matt, Jesse, and Jefferson 
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