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Camp Activities:

Snow continues to fall at frequent intervals, so shoveling out around the hut is a daily activity. The
Polish resupply ship arrived during the week, bringing the new group of Poles (both the summer-only &
wintet-over groups) plus all their supplies. We made our first excursion to Arctowski on Saturday, 11/7, to
meet the new group, take our long-awaited showers, & do some laundry, as well as check the penguins &
skuas in the Point Thomas area around the station.

Science report:

1. Penguins: Adélie penguins are nearing the peak of egg-laying, with about 40% of the nests with eggs.
However, many nests have already lost eggs, due to the heavy snow, & others are sitting in deep snow-holes,
often resulting in water collecting at the bottom & covering (& chilling) the eggs. Reproductive success for the
Adélies looks like it will be poor this year, given all these early losses & problems with the snow.

Also due to the snow, the conditions in the colonies, and a concern about the potential for added
stress to the penguins, we have decided not to carry out the Adélie adult/egg 1 measurements this year. We
hope conditions will improve enough to allow us to complete the egg measurements in about a week. More
on this in the next sitrep.

Gentoo penguins are still only laying eggs in those colonies that are snow-free & therefore have stones
available for nest-building. Many are still just standing around on the snow or moving to higher ground to find
snow-free areas. The latter activity is resulting in the establishment of some new colonies, as well as the re-use
of old, abandoned colonies. Gentoo penguins seem to have the ability to delay egg-laying when conditions are
not ideal.

The first chinstrap penguin was seen recently and 2 or 3 have been seen regularly around the colony
since. We typically have 2 or 3 pairs breeding among the Adélies & gentoos on Copa Beach every year, but no
nests are being built yet, so not sure what to expect this year. In any case, their mean clutch initiation date is
usually around the end of November, so it is still possible we may have some nesting here again.

2. Skuas: More skuas are arriving daily & several of the pairs that control penguin territories are back together
again. Mostly only brown skuas have been seen, so far, since the few south polar skuas we have around Copa
usually don’t arrive until a bit later. During our visit to Arctowski, we did our first skua check in the Point
Thomas area, finding many of the brown & south polar skua territories already occupied.

3. Sheathbills/Gulls/Giant Petrels: Several sheathbills were at the hut when
we arrived 3 weeks ago. These presumably had either spent the winter or were W o
simply migrating through, on their way south. There are still many in the area,
with up to 28 being counted at one time this past week. Most of these are
unbanded birds, but we have noted a couple with bands, which we attempt to
read. One of our banded breeders has also returned.

There are many kelp gulls in the area, as well, both adults & juveniles.
We know that many spend the winter near Arctowski, so
perhaps the majority of the ones
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around Copa are part of this group. There are also several pairs that nest at Copa & Point Thomas, and they are
already defending territories in their breeding areas. The giant petrels are already occupying nests in the colonies
around Copa & Point Thomas. There are many new areas that they appear to be nesting in, possibly due to a
combination between the snow & the gentoos that have been taking over some of their nesting areas, so will be
interesting to see how many new colonies they establish. These birds are quite skittish & easily disturbed, so we
don’t go near them until early-mid December, when we do a nest census.

3. Seals: Very few leopard seal kills have been observed, although leopard seals have been seen often, patrolling the
beaches.

Weekly Weather:

Mid-week brought us the biggest storm yet, with 30-40 mph winds & snow from the east-southeast, which lasted
almost 2 days & deposited much new snow. Fortunately, the wind direction was such that it only seemed to impact
the smaller Adélie penguin colonies on Copa Beach and the ones higher up didn’t appear to have much new snow
in them, when measured. Hut Improvements & Maintenance: Daily shoveling continues around the hut, as does

filling bins & large pots with snow for melt-water, due to the still-frozen water barrels outside.
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