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Penguins
The Adélie penguin nest census was completed at Point Thomas on 11/10. Numbers 

for both Copa & Point Thomas are up from previous years, approaching levels not seen for several 
years. This is the first time in a decade that Adelie penguin numbers have increased from the 
previous season’s count.  However, last year’s extremely low 
numbers were likely due to many pairs failing to breed due to the
extraordinary snow levels in the colony that persisted until 
December and resulted in poor reproductive success.  In any case, 
this apparent rebound is good to see. 

Adélie penguin egg measurements were also carried 
out at Point Thomas on 11/10. Both eggs at 50 nests are measured & weighed, to give us an 
indication of female condition at egg-laying. The data are currently 
awaiting computer entry and results will be covered as soon as they 
are available.

The first gentoo penguin chick was seen on 11/10.  
Using a mean of 36 days for the time of incubation from egg 1 to
chick hatching, the egg was laid on 5 October. That is the earliest lay-date we have ever had at Copa
in 33 years of study!

Chinstrap penguins have begun laying eggs at the Demay & Patelnia colonies located 6 
and 10 km westwards, respectively along the western shore of Admiralty Bay from our site at Copa.  
We plan to make a trip down there sometime next week to do the Adult & Egg 1 measurements.

An all-black Adélie penguin was seen in one of our larger colonies on 11/12, & has 
been seen once again since. This is the first time a completely melanistic bird has been seen here, as 
they are extremely rare. We were honored & excited that it decided to pay us a visit.

Skuas
Regular checks of Copa skuas breeding territories continue & most of the prior 

season’s birds are in attendance.  Territories where an old mate has yet to return have several new 
birds displaying with the old territorial holder.   Occasionally, a new skua
that will challenge the resident territory holder in an attempt to take over 
that territory, often resulting in vicious fights, sometimes to the death. 
We observed one such fight at a territory just behind the hut, between the 
resident male & a challenger – after more than 30 minutes of intense, 
bloody battle, the challenger was clearly the loser & managed to finally 
get away, barely able to fly. This territory controls a 

National Science Foundation
and National Marine Fisheries Service

Photo by P. Angiel



Page 2

National Science Foundation
and National Marine Fisheries Service

large portion of the penguin colony and is very productive year-to-year, so there is more at stake 
than just a nesting site & a female.

Seals

Leopard seal activity has dropped off a bit, but penguin kills are still seen occasionally. We are still 
finding many penguin carcasses washed up on the beaches, several being our current banded 
repro-study birds. Obviously, in this instance, nest failure is certain & explainable.

Other

An Antarctic tern chick, several days old, was observed 
on 11/11. This is one of the earliest dates we have ever 
found tern chicks, although we don’t monitor them on 
a regular basis. Terns seem to be very opportunistic 
breeders, taking advantage of good weather and 
conditions when they arise, so this early breeding isn’t 
unique, but further confirms that this season may be 
an unusual one for many of the seabird species 
breeding in this region.

Weekly Weather

Mostly gray & breezy, with temperatures finally getting above freezing during the day. We had our 
first big snowstorm on 11/8, but it only lasted 1 day & the snow accumulation was minimal. Some 
drifting buried several penguin nests, but not enough to cause them to abandon.
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