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Sitreps 4 & 5 are being combined this week, due to a change in personnel, with Sue 
Trivelpiece’s departure on 26 November and the arrival of her replacement, Jefferson Hinke, on 28 
November. Having missed Thanksgiving, Jefferson was very happy to find we had lots of leftovers 
from our feast with several Polish visitors the day before. Jefferson went immediately to work the 
day he arrived, taking over Sue’s penguin & skua study sites. He also appears to have brought bad 
weather with him, as we haven’t had a decent day since he arrived.

Penguins

The first Adélie penguin chick was seen on 11/20/08, one of the earliest hatches for 
Adélies ever recorded at Copa, and chicks have started to hatch in greater numbers this last week. 
The leading cause of nest failures in our Adélie study sites so far this season is late, or no returns of 
mates that are out foraging at sea. Most of these failures are presumed to be from leopard seal 
predation. 

Gentoo penguin chicks are almost entirely hatched out in our reproductive study sites.  
More that 90% of these sites have hatched chicks.  Over 
75% of the known-age gentoos we have been monitoring 
have also hatched their chicks. The oldest chick in our 
study sites will be due for a 21-day measurement on 3 
December – the earliest ever at Copa. 

Chinstrap penguin adult weights & egg 1 
measurements were carried out at the Uchatka colony on 
11/17/08. We randomly select 50 nests with both adults 
present & only 1 egg, then weigh both adults, & measure 
& weigh the egg. This will be used as an indicator of 

adult condition at the start of the breeding season. The chinstrap penguin nest census was completed 
at the 3 breeding areas, Demay, Uchatka, & Patelnia, on 11/29/08. It is important to count the nests 
relatively soon after peak clutch initiation to avoid missing nests that fail early. The total count of 
1130 occupied nests is almost identical to last year’s count of 1128, 
although some colonies showed slight increases, while others were 
down slightly. Again, as with the other censuses from last year, these 
comparisons have to be looked at with caution, since the chinstrap 
numbers last year were most likely affected by the unusually high snow 
conditions, as well.
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Skuas

The first skua egg was seen on 
11/18/08, at one of the Copa territories. Also, when 
we checked the Pt. Thomas skuas the following 
Saturday, we found several with eggs. During our 
trip to census the chinstrap nests at Demay, Uchatka
& Patelnia, we also visited most of the skua
territories in the area, and over half of them were 
occupied, some already with eggs. Skua territories in 
all the other areas have been checked regularly, at 
least once a week, as will the Demay/Patelnia skua
territories from now on. Over half of the Backcountry 
territories are occupied as well, and a few have eggs. Over 80% of the Copa and Pt. Thomas skua
territories are occupied. A banded brown skua was discovered dead on a Pt. Thomas skua
territory last week, and another skua fight was observed, so it appears that many territories are in 
flux & being fought over for control.  

Seals

Leopard seal predation sightings remained low, compared to early season sightings.  
We conducted our 1st seal census from Patelnia to Copa, and only saw one large bull elephant seal 
and very few females at the breeding site at Patelnia. No nursing females were observed.

Other

The local snowy sheathbills that breed near the hut were late to return this season, 
with a first sighting on 11/20/08. Only one of the two pairs that have previously bred in the area 
was seen, and that pair was only observed in its traditional nesting area for a few days before it 

was no longer seen again.  The birds had not been observed foraging in 
the penguin colonies either, which is unusual, as they are typically seen 
daily this time of year. 
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Weekly Weather

Mild, overcast, conditions the first week, with only light winds & some 
minor precipitation. Overcast, windy, and rainy most of the 2nd week, with 30 – 50 
knot winds recorded on 11/25 and 11/26.  Heavy rain accompanied the winds 
during part of both days, and a few of the younger penguin chicks died as a result of 
getting wet and cold.
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