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The weather continues to bring us strong winds.  We managed to accomplish all of the 
work scheduled for the week, taking advantage of the few weather windows that came our way.  
There was almost no precipitation this week, so once again we were forced to haul water from a 
nearby stream to keep our water systems flowing.  The hut continues to run smoothly and everyone 
is doing a great job on all necessary hut chores.

Penguins

Adélie penguin chicks are 99% 
hatched, with only a handful of scattered late 
breeders remaining on eggs. The first 21-day 
chick weight was on 12/14/08, with many 
more scheduled for the upcoming week. We 
also observed the first crèched Adélie chicks on 
12/14/08. The radio telemetry foraging 
duration study began this week with 19 radio 
transmitters deployed on Adélie penguins with 
2 chicks, an even ratio of males to females.  As 
the radio signals are only received when the birds 
are on land, not in the water, a radio receiver at 
the hut recording this presence & absence allows us to determine the durations of their foraging 
trips. 

Gentoo penguins: Over half of the 21-day measurements have been completed on the 
chicks.  Many of the chicks are crèched, including over 20% of our reproductive study sites.  We 
have been placing colored Velcro bands on chicks of known-age parents to be able to identify them 
later so they can receive permanent adult flipper bands. Several of these chicks will be large enough 
for adult bands in the upcoming week.

Chinstrap penguins:  No chicks were observed on our previous visit to the chinstrap 
colonies, and the only 2 nests here at Copa have not yet hatched chicks.

Skuas

After several territories had early breeders, it appeared there 
would be a high number of breeding adults this season.  However, many 
of the territory holders were observed on territory 
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only a few times and have not been sighted recently.  146 territories are occupied, or have at least 
had a previous season’s territory holder observed at some time during the season.  Of these 
territories, only 43% have laid eggs, 15% of the skua territories remain unoccupied at this time.

Seals

Another week has passed without any leopard seal predation sighting. No flipper 
bands have been recovered on the beaches in several weeks, confirming that leopard seal 
predations have been low in the area recently.  Several seal census counts have been conducted 
without anything too unusual.  The only seal of interest we observed was a very small fur seal, 
smaller than most at only about 30 inches long. This is most likely a pup from last year, as they 
don’t grow significantly in their first year.  

Other

Consistent strong winds caused us to delay our re-sighting of giant petrels.  Some of 
the petrels have been on eggs for several weeks.  There continues to be no snowy sheathbills at 
Copa, however there is one pair of cape petrels breeding very close to an old sheathbill nest site 
on Copa Rock.

Weekly Weather

Strong winds continue to hit us regularly. We recorded wind gusts in excess of 40 
knots on several days. Very little precipitation and nearly all of the snow banks have melted away.  
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