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This was another week of wonderful weather, calm and warm most days. New Year’s 
Eve was spent with our friends at the Polish Station. This was the last week for Jefferson Hinke to 
spend with us. He has been a big help and his company will be sorely missed at Copa.  Everything is 
operating smoothly at the hut. 

Penguins

Adélie penguin chicks are 99% crèched, with only a few late breeders with young chicks 
remaining at their nests. We recovered 4 of the 6 PTT transmitters from Adélie penguins this week. 
The last 2 should be recovered soon. A second Adélie diet was completed this week. The krill 
consisted of 18% juvenile, 36% male, and 46% female. The majority of adult krill ranged in size from 
40mm to 47mm.  The annual Adélie chick census was completed for the Copa and Pt. Thomas 
rookeries. The total counts for the colonies small enough to accurately census were up from 1395 
chicks in 2007/08 to 1765 chicks this season. Extreme weather and deep snow contributed to the 
low numbers the previous season; however, this year’s census is also significantly higher than the 
2006/07 census of 1422 chicks. 

Gentoos: This week was the completion of our 
daily penguin rounds. All of the chicks from our repro and 
known-age gentoo study sights have crèched. The annual 
gentoo chick census was completed at Copa and Pt. Thomas 
rookeries the end of last week. The counts are also higher 
than last season, although weather was a major factor 
effecting gentoo reproduction last season as well. 3267 
chicks were counted in last year’s census, and the counts 
increased to 5l55 this season. This is also a significant 

increase from the 2006/07 census of 4482 chicks. 2 of the 5 PTT transmitters were recovered this 
week, on the first possible day of recovery (7 days after deployment). The first gentoo diet was 
conducted on 1/3/09. The majority of the krill were females (72%), with
males and juveniles at 26% & 2%, respectively. The krill varied widely in 
size from 30mm – 58mm.

Chinstraps: Almost every nest observed was seen with chicks 
during our last visit to the chinstrap colonies. The only 2 nests here at 
Copa both have chicks. 
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Skua

Many of the skua territories initiated clutches late this season, with many pairs laying 
the last week of December and early January. Over 75% of the pairs with failed nests have also re-
laid.  Less than 20% of the territorial breeders have chicks, as many initial breeding attempts have 
failed.

Seals and Whales

One leopard seal was sighted on an iceberg, and another small leopard seal was 
sighted on the beach. Nothing else unusual with the seal census and no fur seals have started 
arriving yet. Whales have been sighted nearly every day in the bay, with only humpbacks being 
observed this week.

Other

The giant petrel nest and egg census was finally finished this week. The census 
numbers are consistent with past years in most colonies and increasing slightly in some colonies. 
Weekly Weather: We enjoyed a nice calm week. A few rain showers passed by on 1/3/09 with 
winds gusting to 20 knots in the morning. Overcast with a few rays of sun mixed in the rest of the 
week. 

The 2008-09 Copa Field Team
David Loomis – Field Team Leader
Jefferson Hinke
Amy Lindsley
Kristen Green

Photo by P. Angiel


