
National Science Foundation & U.S. AMLR Program

2008-2009 Weekly Field Reports
Volume 11

January 11, 2009Copacabana, King George Island

This has been another busy week at Copa. All of our spare time has been spent cleaning 
and preparing the hut for the arrival of Wayne and the re-supply of food coming with him.  Shelves 
were cleared and the “freshies” room sanitized for the fresh fruits and vegetables we were eager to 
receive. The AMLR ship, R/V Yuzhmorgeologiya (aka “Yuzhmo”), arrived early in the morning of 
1/11/09 and the offload began just before 9:00.  Everything was offloaded smoothly despite strong 
winds gusting to 20 knots on shore and even stronger in the bay where the zodiacs were being 
loaded from the ship. The NOAA crew from the ship was very helpful with the organization & 
offload of all the supplies brought ashore. A big thanks to all of them & the crew of the Yuzhmo for 
their great work.

Penguins

Adélie penguin chicks will soon be fledging, as many of the 
chicks have molted most of their down, exposing adult plumage.  
However, no fledglings have been observed on the beach thus far. The 
“Adélie roundup”, when we band this year’s cohort of chicks, will take 
place early this coming week. Another diet sample was completed for 
Adélies this week with 53% female, 36% male, and 11% juvenile krill 
found. The krill ranged in size from 35-54mm, with the majority 40mm -
50mm.  

Gentoos: The banding of this year’s cohort of gentoo chicks 
was conducted this week. 250 bands were placed on gentoo chicks for 
future re-sighting to determine recruitment numbers from each year. Since 
many known-age gentoos bred this year, 130 of these 250 bands were 

used on their chicks, leaving only 120 bands to put on other chicks. The diet samples from gentoos
this week contained 78% female, 18% male, and 4% juvenile krill ranging in size from 32mm –
56mm. The majority of these krill also ranged in size from 40mm – 50mm.  One of the samples 
contained no krill at all, only fish, which isn’t unusual for gentoos. 

Chinstraps: Not much to report for chinstraps. The only 2 
nests at Copa both have chicks remaining. No crèched chicks have yet 
been observed at any of the chinstrap colonies. 

Skuas

The number of breeding skuas continued to 
increase this week. Several pairs did not have
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eggs until the first week of January, which is much later than the average clutch initiation date. 
60% of the failed skua nests had re-laid by the time we completed checking skua territories this 
week. We have begun banding skua chicks this week, with many more old enough to receive 
bands in the upcoming week.

Seals and Whales

The fur seals have begun to arrive this week. A few were counted on the weekly seal 
census, and others have been seen near the hut. The first leopard seal predation observed in over 
a month was seen on 1/9/09. The predation was observed at Ipanema beach, which is not visible 
from the hut, and it is possible more predations are occurring that we are not witnessing, although 
no penguin carcasses or bands have been found. Humpback whales have continued to feed in the 
bay, with sightings nearly every day this week.

Other

Re-sighting of giant petrels continued 
this week with the first chicks observed in less than 
10% of the active nests. A snowy sheathbill was seen 
once again this week on Copa beach, but no breeding 
pairs have been found anywhere that we visit.  

Weekly Weather

It was another calm week, most days. We had windy mornings on 1/9, 1/10 and 
1/11, subsiding in the afternoons. Winds never exceeded 30 knots. We experienced a few passing 
showers with very little precipitation on 1/9 and 1/10. 
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