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The busy season is nearing an end here at Copa. Wayne Trivelpiece arrived to a busy
week of work, and has been an appreciated help with the various projects that will be finishing soon.
We were fortunate to have enough nice weather days to allow all scheduled work to get
accomplished this week. The gentoo chicks have begun exploring around the hut and are now
frequent visitors to our deck and around the buildings.

Penguins

Two Adélie penguin diet samples were
conducted this week, on 1/12/08 and 1/18/09, since the
chicks are beginning to fledge and we wanted to make sure
we completed as many diet samples as possible before they
are all gone for the season. The krill varied in size from 32
mm — 56 mm. These samples, combined, had the largest
proportion of males and juvenile krill found this season:
males 44%, females 38%, and juveniles 18%. One of the
samples from 1/18/09 contained 75% juvenile krill. The
annual Adélie chick round-up was completed on 1/13/09.
A total of 250 chicks were banded this season to determine recruitment from re-sighting data in

subsequent seasons. A light rain was falling during the banding and the Adélie chicks were
completely filthy, making this a very messy job. Adélie fledglings began gathering on the beach this
week, which meant the beginning of our fledgling weight study. The beaches are walked at least
twice a day and Adélie fledglings are captured and weighed as an indicator of their condition before
leaving. The end of the 2nd round of satellite transmitter (PTT) deployments on Adélies finished
this week, and 3 of the 5 deployed have been recovered so far. Weekly downloads of the PTT data
have indicated that the Adélies are foraging mostly in the Bransfield, not far from Admiralty Bay.

Gentoos: Another gentoo diet was completed this week. The krill ranged in size from
38 mm — 59 mm and consisted of 76% female, 23% male, and less than 1% juvenile. The majority
of the krill ranged in size from 42 mm — 52 mm. This week also ended the
2nd deployment of satellite transmitters for gentoos, and we have begun
the recovery process for them as well. The data downloaded from these
PTTs have shown that the gentoos aren’t going very far on their foraging
trips, often not even leaving the bay, meaning that there is a sufficient
amount of krill in the area for them.

Chinstraps: The only 3 chicks hatched here in

the Copa colonies are all alive and doing well.
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No creched chicks have been observed yet in any of the other colonies we visit down the coast.
Skuas

Failed breeders continued to relay this last week. Some of the pairs have laid three
full clutches this season. Over 65% of the pairs that failed have re-laid at least one additional
clutch. Many more pairs had failed since our last visit to check the territories, and breeding
success is low this year, mostly due to weather-related losses, particularly the high winds. 17 skua
chicks have grown large enough to receive leg bands this week and several more will be large
enough next week. The total number of skuas observed at the skua club near Arctowski station
has been low this season. During the same week a year ago, 75 skuas were counted, compared to
44 this year.

Seals and Whales

There was only one sighting of humpback whales in the bay early in the week. One
leopard seal predation was observed on 1/18/09. The fur seals have begun to arrive in increasing
numbers daily.

Weekly Weather

The weather was a mix of sun and storms this week. We woke to very strong winds
the morning of 1/14/09, gusting in excess of 60 knots. The following day, 1/15/09, brought
frequent rain showers, heavy at times. The wind switched to the southeast on 1/16/09 and mixed
snow and rain fell all day with winds gusting to 20 knots. 1/17/09 was beautiful, with scattered
clouds in the morning giving way to clear, blue skies, no wind, and a temperature of 50 degrees.
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