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Science report:

1. Penguins:  The second chinstrap and third gentoo penguin diet samples were conducted this week.  The sex ratio 
of  the krill (Euphausia superba) in the samples yielded more females than males, with the majority 44-53 mm in length 
for both samples.  This is the opposite of  the sex ratio for the last two weeks.  Two of  the gentoo samples had some 
fish present.

The Adélie penguin chick round-up occurred this week, with a total of  250 chicks banded this season. These banded 
birds will be used to determine recruitment and survival from re-sighting data in subsequent seasons.  Adélie
fledglings began gathering on the beach this week, which meant the beginning of  our fledgling weight study.  The 
beaches are walked at least twice a day and Adélie fledglings are captured and weighed as an indicator of  their 
condition before leaving.

The three satellite transmitters (PTTs) that were deployed on chinstrap penguins at Uchatka and two of  the four PTTs 
deployed on gentoo penguins have been retrieved.  The downloaded data have indicated that most of  these birds are 
foraging out in the Bransfield Strait, as did the Adélie penguins. However, these recent gentoo and chinstrap penguin 
tracks appeared to be going farther out into the middle of  the Bransfield Strait, perhaps explaining the changes we’ve 
seen in the diet samples. 

The 21-day weights and banding of  the gentoo penguin chicks continued.

2. Skuas:  There have been 28 skua territories that have laid eggs at both Demay/Patelnia and Back-Country.  In the 
Back-Country area, 16 of  these nests have successfully hatched chicks, while at Demay/Patelnia, 19 have hatched.  We 
have been putting permanent leg bands on the chicks as they get old enough, in order to follow them throughout their 
lives.

3. Whales:  Only one humpback was observed exiting Admiralty Bay this week.

4. Seals:  Fur seals have started to arrive in greater numbers at Copa and the surrounding areas, with 194 counted this 
week.  The number of  elephant seals is still increasing, as well, with over 600 counted this week. 

Camp Activities:  

Last winter, the bridge that crosses a small lake in front of  Copa, to access the beach, 
was dislodged and moved about 15 meters.  We assume strong winds, waves, and 
perhaps ice were responsible for this.  The bridge had to be dismantled then 
reassembled at its old location, as it was too large and heavy to move in one piece.  
The wind generator, that provides some of  our power, somehow shut down on its 
own, so the system was rebooted and is functioning well now.
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Weekly Weather:  

The temperatures were mostly in the low 30’s and below freezing.  We have had some snow showers during the 
week with a couple of  days of  high wind, one of  which was over 30 mph. 
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