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We are into data entry full swing, which is occupying all of our spare time.  The process 
of inventorying everything at Copa and packing everything for the end of the season also started this 
week.

Penguins

All of the Adélies have departed from the area.  No birds were observed in any of the 
Adélie colonies when we visited those areas this week. 

Gentoos:  The last satellite-transmittered gentoo is yet to be recovered, was finally 
apprehended at the Pt. Thomas rookery near the Polish station.  This penguin spent very little time 
near the Copa colony where it was initially found, and its erratic behavior has made it very difficult 
to predict where it might come ashore.  Fortunately, the bird was sighted by a Polish scientist and the 
transmitter recovered.  This ended our field work with gentoo penguins this year. 

Chinstraps:  We completed our final chinstrap penguin diet 
on 2/3/09.  This concludes the diet sampling for all penguins at Copa.  
The krill found in the diet consisted of 52% female, 42% male, and 6% 
juvenile.  As has been consistently found in most of the diet samples this 
season, the majority of the krill averaged 42 mm – 52 mm in size.  The 
chinstrap chick census was also conducted this week.  A total of 873 
chicks were counted for all the colonies combined that we monitor.  This 
is an increase from last season’s chick census of 802. However, the 
success rate remained low, at approximately 0.77 chicks crèched per nest.  
We have recovered four of the five satellite transmitters that were 
deployed last week. The data obtained from these continue to show the 
chinstraps foraging nearby in the Bransfield Straits.

Skuas

The breeding success of skuas continues to decline as the 
season continues. Less than 25% of the south polar skuas that have bred 
this season currently have chicks.  The brown skua pairs are doing slightly 
better, but not by much.  A week of poor weather may have contributed to 
more failed nests and missing chicks during our regular checks. 
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Seals and Whales

The leopard seal predation sightings dropped off again this week. Several penguin 
kills a day had been observed at the end of last week, but no leopard seals have been observed 
since 2/1/09.  Fur seal numbers are continuing to increase, with 616 counted in our weekly seal 
census, nearly doubling our previous census count.  Several humpback whales have been observed 
in Admiralty Bay nearly every day this week, exhibiting feeding behavior.

Weekly Weather

We witnessed all types of weather this week at Copa, from calm and sunny to windy 
and snow.  30 knot gusts and scattered snow showers on 2/2/09. Scattered rain and snow on 
2/3/09 developed into strong 30-40 knot winds and heavy snow on 2/4/09.  It was sunny and 
calm on 2/7/09, but the wind increased to 20 knots, with heavy rain by the morning of 2/8/09.  
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