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The end of the season is rapidly approaching. All of the penguin reproduction studies 
and census work have been finished since the last sitrep. Several hours a day have been committed to 
entering all of the data we collected this season and to making photocopies of all data books to have 
back-up copies on hand here at Copa. We are well into inventorying all items at Copa to determine 
what is on hand and what will be needed for next season.  The closing procedures to accomplish in 
our last two weeks at camp include: winterizing generators/power system, removing wind turbine, 
removing water catchments systems, disassembling/packaging all electronics, packaging all 
communications equipment, replacing all propane tanks with full tanks connected to all propane 
heaters/appliances to be ready for season opening, cleaning and preparing the hut itself for winter by 
boarding all windows, etc. 

We celebrated the 24th anniversary of Copacabana Field Station on 12 February with 
some guests from the Polish station.  

Penguins

Other than collecting a few fledgling feathers 
from gentoo and chinstrap penguins for stable isotope 
analysis, we have finished all penguin work.  A very old 
known-age gentoo penguin was sighted a few hundred 
meters south of Patelnia, near the Red Hill area at the 
mouth of Admiralty bay. The penguin was banded as a 
chick with an aluminum band # 29317 in 1988-89, 
making it 20 years old! This is the oldest known-age 
penguin ever sighted in our study area.  

Skuas

The breeding success of skuas was extremely low this season.  There were a total of 108 
breeding pairs on the territories we monitor, consisting of 67 south polar 
skua pairs, 33 browns skua pairs and 8 mixed (south polar/brown) skua
pairs.  A total of 19 chicks lived to an age to meet fledging criteria, for a 
breeding success of only about 0.18 chicks/pair. The overall success rate 
per breeding attempt is actually slightly lower because many pairs laid 
multiple clutches of eggs that failed.  Brown skuas fledged 18 chicks, for a
breeding success of about 0.55 chicks/pair. South 
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polar skuas only fledged 1 chick, for a success rate of about 0.02 chicks/pair. The 8 mixed pairs 
fledged no chicks.  The final skua work to be done is to complete the last of the 48-day 
measurements of brown skua chicks in the coming week.  Measurements are taken of the tarsus 
and culmen of brown skua chicks just prior to fledging, when they are at least 48 days old, to 
determine the sex of the chicks, since females are larger than males.

Other

The final field work of the season is to 
band giant petrel chicks. An attempt will be made to 
band all chicks in the area colonies this season.  
Preliminary chick counts indicate there are 
approximately 200 chicks old enough for banding.  

Seals and Whales

Humpback whales have been sighted in the bay on several occasions during the last 
couple of weeks. No leopard seal predation has been observed this month around Copa, as they 
are probably concentrating on the chinstrap colonies, where the chicks are in the process of 
fledging.  We completed our final seal census of the season on 2/20/09. Fur seal numbers have 
increased every week, with a total of 1241 counted this week.

Weather

We have had at least a storm a week move into the area lately. We experienced snow 
and 20 knot winds from the SE on 2/11/09, then recorded our lowest barometric pressure 
reading of the year of 950.0 on 2/17/09 with strong wind and mixed precipitation. The pressure is 
low again today, 2/23/09, with wind gusts of 30 knots. 
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