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Seabirds

1. On 6 February we conducted the annual chinstrap chick census. We counted 4332 
chicks, which is 33% lower than the previous 12 year average of 6495. It is an increase 
of 382% from last year's count of 1135.

2. We banded 500 crèched chinstrap chicks on 9 February. In the future, resights of these 
birds will be used to determine cohort survival.

3. Of the 21 brown skua pairs that have initiated clutches 8 are brooding chicks, and 13 
have failed. We weighed and measured our first 48 day old chick this week.

4. We continue to retrieve Satellite Transmitters (PTTs) and Time Depth Recorders 
(TDRs) from chinstrap penguins with crèched chicks. To date, we have recovered 7 
PTTs and 8 TDRs.

5. We collected our final diet sample of the season this week. In total, we collected 40 diet 
samples from chinstraps and 20 from gentoos. Chinstrap diet samples consisted almost 
entirely of Antarctic krill (Euphausia superba) with trace amounts of fish. Gentoo samples 
were a mix of Antarctic krill and fish. We found otoliths from the species Pleurogramma

antarticum, Lepidonntothon kempii, and Electrona carlsbergii.

Pinnipeds

6. Two more pups of attendance females died this week, likely due to leopard seal 
predation. One of these was the pup of a female instrumented with GPS/TDR 
instruments; the instruments were recovered as soon as the pup's death was confirmed. 
The remaining four GPS instruments will be recovered in the coming week. Now 18 
attendance mother/pup pairs remain in the study out of the original 30. Trip length for 
the week averaged 4.1 days, higher than the 2.7 day mean for the early part of the 
season.

7. Fur seal diet sampling continued this week with the collection of 10 scat samples from 
areas of suckling females. We have processed these scats, and eight                    
contained krill. Four of these 8 also contained otoliths, and one                                    
squid beak was found. Both of the remaining scats were          
composed entirely of fish. 
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9. To date this season we have tagged 300 pups. This includes 85 of the 
approximately 95 pups of formerly tagged females. We will put out the remaining 
200 tags on pups in the next two weeks.

10. We continue to see new leopard seals arriving that have been tagged in previous 
years at the cape. We have seen 25 tagged leopard seals this season, along with 
several untagged individuals. 

Weather

11. This week has been a little warmer, fairly dry and windy. The temperature peaked at 
7.8 degrees Celsius and had a low of -0.8. The mean was 2.7 degrees. Mean wind 
speed for the week was 9.9 and the max. gust was 33.0mph. The winds have been 
mostly out of the east this week as several low pressure systems passed by us in 
Drake's Passage. Precipitation for this week was 0.30 inches. 

Camp

12. Daily communications have been established with Palmer Station on the single side 
band radio, as well as daily email checks with R/V Yuzhmorgeologia.

13. Overall the camp is running smoothly. However, a faulty monitor on our 12 V 
battery system is being investigated. We are also experiencing intermittent satellite 
communication gaps. So far these gaps have not prevented us from our regular 
email communications.

14. With the cooperation of a couple of dry afternoons this week, annual painting of 
the camp has been completed. 

Submitted by AMLR staff currently residing at the Cape Shirreff field station, Livingston Island.


