U.S. Antarctic Marine Living Resources Program

2008-2009 Weekly Field Reports S
Cape Shirreff, Livingston Island March 8, 2009

Seabirds
1.

We concluded our final week of studies at Cape Shirreff. Time was spent compiling and
finalizing data. Data were proofed and backed up and samples were packed for
shipment to the States.

The bird blind was prepared for the winter. The equipment was inventoried and packed
for the winter and window and door covers were installed.

Pinnipeds

3.

Fur seal research was completed this last week and we celebrated a successful season.
Most of our time was spent proofing and finalizing the data. Our Attendance, Diet,
Known-Age Resight, Pup Fate, and Leopard Seal files were all completed and backed
up in preparation for the journey back to the California.

The fur seal equipment was inventoried and the lab packed up in preparation for the
winter. Milk and whisker samples, along with recovered GPS (location) and TDR (time-
depth recorder) instruments were packaged for hand carry back to the states. Capture
boxes and other equipment were stored in places with minimal snow drifting allow for
an easler set up next year.

Camp

5.

The biggest news of the week is that the field station was closed for the season.
Unfortunately, heavy easterly winds created some problems. Our original departure date
of March 6 was delayed for 24 hours due to high winds and heavy seas. On the morning
of the 7th there was a brief window of workable conditions during which personnel,
personal gear, electronics, data samples and scientific equipment were removed safely
off the island. However, weather picked up dramatically in 30 minutes which made
conditions dangerous, so offloading operations were suspended. At this point several
fish boxes of field gear scheduled for offload are still

at camp. Luckily the extraordinarily sharp and hard working Cape
Shirreff crew managed to secure all of the remaining gear for

the winter and winterize the camp even in those harsh
conditions. In addition, 10 bottles of filled propane were
brought to the island from the
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R/ V" Yuzhmoregeologiya to aid with the opening for next season. We greatly
appreciate the assistance that the ship's officers and crew provided with the transfer
and their expert cargo operations.

6. This morning we assisted with the closing of the Copacabana field station on King
George Island and are now en route to Punta Arenas, Chile. Everyone is busy
getting ready for the Drake Passage, securing the ship for the possibility of heavy
weather.

Submitted by AMIK staff currently residing at the Cape Shirreff field station, Livingston Island.




