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ESTIMATING ABUNDANCE OF MEXICO'S CRITICALLY
ENDANGERED PORPOISE

We are filling remaining gaps in our survey trackline, but at a frustrating
pace because of exceptional nearly continual winds, unlike the calm
November of 2008. Sighting vaquitas requires calm waters and we’ve had
but a few calm days in leg 2. The few days we did have, however, were very
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interesting.

On November 14 we ended the day with three vaquita sightings. All three
sightings were within the green box below but other sightings in that box

came from 2 other days.
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Ernesto Vazquez as
editor). Visiting reporters
Sandra Dibble and Misael
Virgen from the San Diego
Union Tribune were on
hand to experience the excitement of seeing these rare animals. We were
also pleased that our wonderful visitors, Lieutenant Damaso Lopez of the
Mexican Navy and Nina Young from NOAA Fisheries International Oftice,
were able to have this experience with us.

2015 CONFIRMED VAQUITA (BLACK
CIRCLES) AND POSSIBLE VAQUITA SIGTHINGS
(BLACK X’S) ARE COMPARED TO SIGHTINGS
FROM ALL PREVIOUS SURVEYS (PINK).

On November 17 we said goodbye to our two visitors and to Dr. Lisa
Ballance (Director of the Marine Mammal and Turtle Division, Southwest
Fisheries Science Center) and hello to Dr. Karin Forney (Lisa’s observer
replacement also from SWI'SC), Ivonne Vomend (Mexican Navy) and Omar
Vidal (Director of WWIF-Mexico and long-time vaquita scientist).
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